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David Hockney, iconic British artist
known for landscapes, dies at 88

AFP

British artist David Hockney, famed for his shimmering pool
paintings and colourful iPad drawings, has died at his London home
aged 88. Over a seven-decade career, he became one of Britain's
most celebrated contemporary artists, with record-breaking auction
sales and global acclaim for his innovative work. Ap

13J6. David Hockney, iconic British artist known
for landscapes, dies at 88

Rgea Rt & fow wfigy sfaftsa ffter Femer 3fs
gleeil &7 88 I o Y H fery

e British artist David Hockney, famed for his shimmering
pool paintings and colourful iPad drawings, has died at his
London home aged 88.

farfeer o 3fas giwah, St 39t THeheR qer $faw 3R et
Iméts Rt & fow ufigy 3, 1 dea Fud 3% s) 9 88 aw 1
aqﬁﬁm?rg’rW|

e Over a seven-decade career, he became one of Britain's

most celebrated contemporary artists, with record-breaking auction sales and global
acclaim for his innovative work.

39 W SR F FRAT F T 3 fyed & g ufaftsd TaFelsd FaPRI & I TF &7 97T,
%ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁgﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ*ﬁt%@ﬁ%?l

Thai Princess Bajrakitiyabha, who
was known for her legal work, dies

Thailand’s Princess Bajrakitiyabha Mahidol, a lawyer and the eldest
of King Maha Vajiralongkorn’s children, has died at 47, the Bureau of
the Royal Household said. She died on Thursday evening at a
Bangkok hospital where she had been cared for since falling
unconscious due to illness three years ago, it said. AP

13J6. Thai Princess Bajrakitiyabha, who was known
for her legal work, dies

I FTefelt FAt ¥ fAT wfAgy a8 TeHArd
S fefaamem #1 fave

e Thailand’s Princess Bajrakitiyabha Mahidol, a lawyer
and the eldest of King Maha Vajiralongkorn’s children, has died
at 47, the Bureau of the Royal Household said.

Urgels T TeTHaART FgFfhfarams afgeld, sit veh adhrer o 3k =T
HET AT T T TST HATeT &Y, T 47 T T 3T A foAersT g1
IATE, VAT I gT3HeIes s o el

e She died on Thursday evening at a Bangkok hospital

where she had been cared for since falling unconscious due to
illness three years ago, it said.

S o IHTHR, Sofehl fAeIeT JEaR ATH wﬁhmﬁgm, STl dieT ay¥ ggel Al &
SHOT ARI2M &Y ST & &1¢ A JeTehl 3TAR 3T SWHTer T 37 T oA
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‘Deep-seated’ bias for male
child persists in society: SC

Aaratrika Bhaumik
_ NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
observed that though the
country’s child sex ratio
has shown “clear signs of
improvement”, the conti-
nued prevalence of sex se-
lection practices reflects
“deep-seated patriarchal
preferences” for a male
child.

A Bench of Justices San-
jay Karol and P.K. Mishra
made the observation
while dismissing a Maha-
rashtra doctor’s appeal
challenging criminal pro-
ceedings against him un-
der the Pre-Conception
and Pre-Natal Diagnostic
Techniques (Prohibition of
Sex Selection) Act, 1994
(PCPNDT Act).

Referring to various
schemes introduced by
State governments to curb
female foeticide, the court
said these reflected sus-
tained efforts to address

The court noted

that the country
continues to face

significant gaps
in gender parity

the systemic discrimina-
tion faced by “the girl child
in an inherently patriar-
chal” society.

However, it pointed out
that several States conti-
nue to record sex ratios at
birth below the national av-
erage. “...the country’s sex
ratio has shown clear signs
of improvement in recent
years... Nonetheless, sever-
al States still report sex ra-
tios at birth below the na-
tional average. This shows
the continuing presence of
deep-seated  patriarchal
preferences towards a
male child and the ‘behind
the curtains’ prevalence of
sex selection practices,”
the Bench said.

Accordingly, the top

court stressed that strict
enforcement  of  the
PCPNDT Act would remain
essential until entrenched
social attitudes towards the
girl child undergo change.

The judges also noted
the country continues to
face significant challenges
in achieving gender parity
when assessed against glo-
bal indicators. “On a global
level though, unfortunate-
ly, the data does not pre-
sent a positive outlook.
The World Economic Fo-
rum’s Global Gender Gap
Report 2025 records a
drop in our ranking in
terms of overall gender
parity score from the pre-
vious year to 131 out of 148,
from 129 the previous
year”, the Bench said.

Accordingly, the Bench
refused to quash the crimi-
nal proceedings against the
doctor, underlining that
“letting infractions slide”
would defeat the purpose
of the PCPNDT Act.

13J6. ‘Deep-seated’ bias for
male child persists in society:
SC

qeY ged F i ‘el 7S e
qaTaTe FATS 7 39 off AieE:
e

e The Supreme Court has
observed that though the country’s
child sex ratio has shown “clear signs
of improvement”, the continued
prevalence of sex selection practices
reflects “deep-seated patriarchal
preferences” for a male child.

FNA FRE A Fer ¢ o g qor s
Tl FAMTITT & “FUR o TS THehel
fears fu &, Rpe o fofer Taer iy wamsit
T TITAR &1 T6=AT T8 qeat o Tfel

T RS S g2 g

e A Bench of Justices Sanjay
Karol and P.K. Mishra made the

observation while dismissing a Maharashtra doctor’s appeal challenging criminal proceedings
against him under the Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition
of Sex Selection) Act, 1994 (PCPNDT Act).

T Worw Fer 3R 3. e T dis & T Reoqolt AgRTSE & T siare dr 39 it H
@mmgﬁ,mﬁmﬁwmﬁmﬁﬁmm(ﬁﬁmmmﬁw,
1994 (PCPNDT Act) & cgel 38 fa%e! Tef T&T 3TORTTEIeh ShiidTel ! aitehr &1 Y|

e Referring to various schemes introduced by State governments to curb female foeticide,
the court said these reflected sustained efforts to address the systemic discrimination faced

by “the girl child in an inherently patriarchal” society.

FedT 0T §e T Y Ached & o7 TS TR @RI YE HY 1 AT FAoA131t 7 Seoig A g0
AT & gl Toh & Ueh TaTenides & & Rqadrc® FATsr 7 “aiforst” ganrt siel ST arel
AU NEGHTT T G oY o X ST T GRifelt

e However, it pointed out that several States continue to record sex ratios at birth below the
national average.

glellich, =ATATerd = e 8 gl Toh S T 37 8l STodl & THY TAMETUTT & A T
e gl

e “..the country’s sex ratio has shown clear signs of improvement in recent years...
Nonetheless, several States still report sex ratios at birth below the national average. This
shows the continuing presence of deep-seated patriarchal preferences towards a male
child and the ‘behind the curtains’ prevalence of sex selection practices,” the Bench said.

s ¥ e, ... & TRt 7 gTeT o a7 YUR & FUve Tohd fe@rs few §... R off 8 s
319 8 Sie e & THY AT & Aol H Ty 3 T = §| T8 999 ao2 & 9id 16l 518
STATT Rrqaateses TR qur 9d & 9 TRy fofer wer iy gt i Alseel it gefiar g1’

e Accordingly, the top court stressed that strict enforcement of the PCPNDT Act would remain
essential until entrenched social attitudes towards the girl child undergo change.
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PCPNDT Act &T I&dT ¥ UTeleT 3Ta2Teh T |

e The judges also noted the country continues to face significant challenges in achieving
gender parity when assessed against global indicators.

Faramefielt o Ig 3f FeT foh AT Tahdeh! & TR U 3Tl et U 2 I AT FATACT
STee XY 3 319 8 Fgea ot getfarat i HHT e I3 W@

e “On a global level though, unfortunately, the data does not present a positive outlook. The
World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap Report 2025 records a drop in our ranking
in terms of overall gender parity score from the previous year to 131 out of 148, from 129
the previous year”, the Bench said.

NS o e, “Wwwyﬁwera‘h@mmwaﬁml faeT anfds a9
&Y Feltaer S5t AT REIE 2025 & 3TAR G AT FATTAT TR o A 7 AR kot ool

¥ &F 129 ¥ et 148 2T H 1318 TAT W AT IS §1”

e Accordingly, the Bench refused to quash the criminal proceedings against the doctor,
underlining that “letting infractions slide” would defeat the purpose of the PCPNDT Act.

TeTHR, NS & Slerex & Tavees TR HIAETEr bl FHTCT Flat ¥ eI Y form 3 et fon
Scagsll Sl “IATT FXAT PCPNDT Act & 36633 &l fathel &3 ol
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SC dismisses Congress leader’s plea on
rejection of Rajya Sabha nomination
GS Il: Polity |

Aaratrika Bhaumik
NEW DELHI

Observing that courts
should refrain from inter-
vening in electoral process-
es, the Supreme Court on
Friday dismissed Congress
leader Meenakshi Natara-
jan’s plea challenging the
rejection of her Rajya Sab-
ha nomination papers
from Madhya Pradesh.

A Bench of Justices
Prashant Kumar Mishra
and A.S. Chandurkar ob-
served that in view of Arti-
cle 329(b) of the Constitu-
tion, it had no jurisdiction
to interfere with the order
of the Returning Officer
(RO) and that an election
petition was the only reme-
dy available in such cases.

The provision stipulates
that no election to either

Whenever an auemplismade o iimvoke
this courts o the High Courts writ

Jurisdiciion thinterject during the comduci of
electinns, on every accasion the courl has refecled
such an adempg keeping in view (he principles
contained in Arddde 329 of die Cousdnution

SUPREME COURT

House of Parliament or a

State legislature can be
called in question except

through an  election
petition.
“.Whenever an at-

tempt is made to invoke
this court’s or the High
Court’s writ jurisdiction to
interject during the con-
duct of elections, on every

occasion, the court has re-
jected such an attempt,
keeping in view the princi-
ples contained in Article
329 of the Constitution,”
the Bench said.

The top court was hear-
ing a plea filed by Ms. Nata-
rajan, the Congress’s sole
candidate for one of the
three Rajya Sabha seats

from Madhya Pradesh,
challenging a June 9 order
of the RO and Madhya Pra-
desh Assembly Principal
Secretary Arvind Sharma
rejecting her nomination
on the ground that she had
failed to disclose a pending
criminal case in Hydera-
bad in her affidavit. BJP
candidates Tarun Chugh,
Rajneesh Agrawal and Ma-
hesh Kewat were declared
elected unopposed to Ra-
jya Sabha on Thursday.
Appearing for Ms. Nata-
rajan, senior advocate
A.M. Singhvi argued that
the RO’s decision suffered
from a “patent error” and
warranted interference by
the court. He also ques-
tioned the EC’s decision to
proceed with the results
despite the top court being
cognisant of the matter.
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13J6. SC dismisses Congress leader’s plea on rejection of Rajya Sabha
nomination

TSTHHAT THTRT IR a1 F TS F1AW AT Y IrfRAFH1 SC aF @RS HY

e A Bench of Justices Prashant Kumar Mishra and A.S. Chandurkar observed that in view of
Article 329(b) of the Constitution, it had no jurisdiction to interfere with the order of the
Returning Officer (RO) and that an election petition was the only remedy available in such
cases.

FargEfet werd FAR AT 3R T, FgqTaE A1 NS o el o Afqere & egeda 329(b) H
amﬁgvmwﬁaﬁ’mﬁﬁ;m(m)%marﬁmmmwmmaﬁ%am@
ATHAT # Shao faTee IfRar &) 3uasy 3u T g1

e The provision stipulates that no election to either House of Parliament or a State legislature
can be called in question except through an election petition.

Ig TTaEIeT f3eRel e § 7o §0g o fordll off Teet T fendll e faremersiser & gt &l dhael
faraerer e & FAres @ &) Al &Y S el B

e The top court was hearing a plea filed by Ms. Natarajan, the Congress’s sole candidate for
one of the three Rajya Sabha seats from Madhya Pradesh, challenging a June 9 order of
the RO and Madhya Pradesh Assembly Principal Secretary Arvind Sharma rejecting her
nomination on the ground that she had failed to disclose a pending criminal case in
Hyderabad in her affidavit.

oY ey #iemadt AeXSe GaNT GRR ATRIehT T FerdTs &Y T6T 3T, St 7ET W&er § fiet
TSTHHT A1t H F Teh & TI0 FIAT 1 UhATs 3Ffear of| 3egiat 9 ST & 3 TS T Foitell
&Y oY et RO T \iey 9&er feamawen & weter afRg 3R et o 3oTehr AR 59 3TUR
TR TIRST R TET AT oh 3ogial 319t T H $EaTE H el Ueh 3O HH T Golrar
aTeT feRaT 2|

e BJP candidates Tarun Chugh, Rajneesh Agrawal and Mahesh Kewat were declared
elected unopposed to Rajya Sabha on Thursday.

HISTIT SEHICIR 0T T, TSIATr ETel R A HFIE I TR I TSIHHT o fow AT
IGEIERRIAGRERIEIRI!

GS Paper 1l: Governance 13 June 2026

TOPICS COVERED

13J6 | Minimum one Sanskrit batch required for Classes 6 & 9 in KV schools
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Minimum one
Sanskrit batch
required for
Classes 6 &9

in KV schools
GS II: Governance |

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

Every Kendriya Vidyalaya
(KV) must maintain a mini-
mum of one dedicated sec-
tion of students learning
Sanskrit as a third language
in Classes 6 and 9, accord-
ing to a circular issued by
Kendriya Vidyalaya San-
gathan (KVS), an autono-
mous body under the Un-
ion Education Ministry.

There are currently
1,288 functional KVs across
the country, along with
three operating interna-
tionally in Moscow, Kath-
mandu, and Tehran. The
circular, dated May 29 and
accessed by The Hindu, is
meant for all KVs in India
and abroad.

“KVS has ensured that
the policy remains sensi-
tive to its transferable stu-
dent population by main-
taining Sanskrit as a
common option across all
KVs, while offering region-
al languages as an alterna-
tive for those who are not
subject to frequent transf-
ers,” a senior KVS official
said, on the condition of
anonymity.

The circular clarifies
that the R3 choice (Sanskrit
or a regional or State lan-
guage from the scheduled
languages) must be distinct
from Rl (Hindi) and R2
(English).

Staffing and resources
The official acknowledged
that a few KVs face chal-
lenges such as limited
teacher availability and re-
source constraints, but in-
sisted that the use of con-
tractual teachers for
regional languages, phased
roll-out, and adoption of
SCERT materials will help
mitigate these constraints.
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13J6. Minimum one Sanskrit batch required for Classes 6 & 9 in
KV schools

&Y faereral # e 6 3R 9 F AT w7 ¥ w1 v& WP o7 HfAard

e Every Kendriya Vidyalaya (KV) must maintain a minimum of one
dedicated section of students learning Sanskrit as a third language in Classes 6
and 9, according to a circular issued by Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS),
an autonomous body under the Union Education Ministry.

i fre@mer (KV) # %41 6 3R 9 & faeznf¥at & fore dredy #mor & &9 7 @ pa
UG ATl FF U HH Ueh FATIT Heree gt 3ifetard g | g der Hdrr Rgame
IS (KVS) EaRT STRY Teh aRa & feam aram g, it ey fRyatr #amery & 31T v
T e B

e There are currently 1,288 functional KVs across the country, along with
three operating internationally in Moscow, Kathmandu, and Tehran.

TAATT F ST H 1,288 FRRA FaRT fagared &, Stafh et faqamery iawrsaa
R N AR, FTSATZ 3R AT & Ganferd 81 @ &1

e The circular, dated May 29 and accessed by The Hindu, is meant for all
KVs in India and abroad.

29 7§ feeAiTeha Ig URYH, TSI& & fpg et Teet o, 1Rl T fageit #F e @l
Har faegmerdt & fou oL gl

e “KVS has ensured that the policy remains sensitive to its transferable
student population by maintaining Sanskrit as a common option across all KVs,

while offering regional languages as an alternative for those who are not subject
to frequent transfers,” a senior KVS official said, on the condition of anonymity.

“FeTH = g GIATE fohar § o Ig e TATAICROT glet aTel et shr
HTERIRATHT o Tic HaeeTeliel Tl | 38 forw T3l el faeamert / WEpa &1 Th
AT fdehed & I H F110 I@T 371 &, oI et gzt 1 IR-ar AeAiaRor
&Y 81T, 3e7a ToIT &Y a3t &7 faeheT o 3UcTeY T TRT R, Uk aiiss e
ST & IHATH Toot 1 2T T FeT|

e The circular clarifies that the R3 choice (Sanskrit or a regional or State
language from the scheduled languages) must be distinct from R1 (Hindi) and R2
(English).
aRY= & Tuse foham I & o R3 fased (S¥ge 3r2aT Jefeford smeisit & 4 i

&R a1 Ts s1mwT) R1 (R 3R R2 3rash) & e g anfeu)

Staffing and resources

Ferfher 3t waTee

e The official acknowledged that a few KVs face challenges such as limited
teacher availability and resource constraints, but insisted that the use of
contractual teachers for regional languages, phased roll-out, and adoption of
SCERT materials will help mitigate these constraints.

ITHRY & TR T & o g faearerat & Ryaret F1 AT saestar 3ik
FHTert AT FHA S AT 8, Afehet Segiet gl o a1 srw13it & fore wfder
fRraTht b1 forgferet, TRUTeEY fShaTeaaiet U1 SCERT HIHAY Y 319711 & 5o

FHEAT3T P HF I H grIdT el
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Govt. opens draft
telecomruleson TV,
radio for feedback

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Centre has published
the draft Telecommunica-
tions (Television, Radio
and Associated Services)
Rules, 2026, for public
consultation. They have
been framed to consolidate
the various guidelines is-
sued for television and ra-
dio services under the erst-
while Telegraph Act,
within the framework of
the newly enacted Tele-
communications Act,
2023. The Information and
Broadcasting Ministry ad-
ministers the provisions re-
lating to television, radio,
and associated services.

Unified rule-book

In the draft rules, existing
terms and conditions of
authorisation have been
harmonised and rational-
ised to facilitate continuity,

while enabling reforms
and provision for a single
regulatory framework in
place of multiple guide-
lines. “With this set of
rules, the industry will
now have a unified and sig-
nificantly simplified rule
book. These rules are de-
signed to simplify the exist-
ing regime while promot-
ing ease of doing business
in the television and radio
broadcasting sector,” said
the Ministry.

Once notified, the rules
will replace various exist-
ing guidelines governing
broadcasting services.

Digital implementation
of the authorisation pro-
cess, simplified authorisa-
tion procedures, removal
of the requirement for
signing Grant of Permis-
sion Agreement, and provi-
sion of transparent adjudi-
cation mechanism are the
other key features.

T TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
\J

13J6. Govt. opens draft telecom rules on
TV, radio for feedback

T & &t 3 A & faw Awter g
@t 9¥ gema Al fre

e The Centre has published the draft
Telecommunications (Television, Radio and
Associated Services) Rules, 2026, for public
consultation.

g TN o FIdatfeldh T & [l qEaR
(ENfasrer, IR 3k gagy damw) s, 2026 &
FgleT gt fram g1

e They have been framed to consolidate the
various guidelines issued for television and radio
services under the erstwhile Telegraph Act, within
the framework of the newly enacted
Telecommunications Act, 2023.

o1 Torgrl &1 qg el rferfaas & aga elifasrer

3T I a3t & forw Sy R_fdee feanfadelt &1 7
sfafrafaa guaear sfafas, 2023 & @ 7 @afea
el & forv IR o srar &

e The Information and Broadcasting
Ministry administers the provisions relating to
television, radio, and associated services.
Jar3it ¥ GO FTTenait T T HIcT & |

Unified rule-book

e In the draft rules, existing terms and conditions of authorisation have been harmonised and
rationalised to facilitate continuity, while enabling reforms and provision for a single
regulatory framework in place of multiple guidelines.

wreiter vt 7 ftraor it #Hisper erdt v st bt folerar gfafRad s & fow aafeaa
ﬁgﬁa@mmwﬁmﬁgﬂﬁﬁmﬁy%ﬁanﬁéﬁ%z&mww
IS e &7 uTaETe AT AT R

o “With this set of rules, the industry will now have a unified and significantly simplified rule

book.

‘G Tl & TTY 379 3T o T Ueh Tehrepel 3R 1T ¢ ofeh AXelpd foagar-giea g1
e These rules are designed to simplify the existing regime while promoting ease of doing
business in the television and radio broadcasting sector,” said the Ministry.

FHATTY o1 gl o A ToraraT HIS[aT SHTEAT Y Tl Sellel oh WA SeAifdstet 3R AT g@Ror

&1 # YA FerAdT (Ease of Doing Business) T 91dT &1 & fot R fohw arw €
e Once notified, the rules will replace various existing guidelines governing broadcasting

services.

sftgfRIa 8= & a1e & e TaRor Qant F T Fe are fafeee Al fGenfadelt @

TUTA of o3|

e Digital implementation of the authorisation process, simplified authorisation procedures,
removal of the requirement for signing Grant of Permission Agreement, and provision of
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transparent adjudication mechanism are the other key features.

wiftrsor 9tk & RBforee Frfeae, aeeiihd mitetor 9fsham, Grant of Permission
Agreement TR gEATETY ST 3TTRIHAT Tl THATCT AT AT IR #aafavid a7 (Adjudication
Mechanism) T FTaTel $EhT 37a JHY fANTATT &

Equality of treatment for Persons with Disabilities
EGS II: Governance |

ddressing the digital divide through the

Digital India Mission, India has

marched on towards becoming a global

“best practice” model of a digital
welfare state. Yet, Persons with Disabilities
(PwDs) remain largely excluded from this
promise of universal outreach. Disability
pensions, contrary to the very principles
underlying disability rights, are determined not
by the nature or extent of disability but by
domicile, the discretionary decisions of State
governments, and cumbersome bureaucratic
processes. As a result, a vulnerable section of
citizens continues to remain outside the ambit of
a welfare architecture that otherwise prides itself
on inclusivity and last-mile delivery.

An inadequate safety net

The 2011 Census recorded 2.68 crore PwDs.
Today, accounting for population growth and
changing disease profiles, their number is
conservatively estimated at 4.5 crore-6 crore.
Although the Supreme Court of India has
recognised the right to live with dignity asa
fundamental right and the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016 provides legal protection,
disability benefits — especially pensions — remain
fragmented, discretionary, and inadequate. Asa
result, the Indira Gandhi National Disability
Pension Scheme covers only a small fraction of
PwDs, while pension amounts in most States
range from just 300 to ¥500 a month, with a few
offering ¥1,000-%3,000.

India spends barely 0.02% of GDP on disability
welfare including pensions. South Africa spends
0.12%-0.15% of GDP (six times more); Brazil
0.45%-0.50% (20 times more); OECD countries
2.2% (110 times more) and Australia 0.35%-0.40%
(20 times more).

Beyond politics, sound economics demands
the inclusion of PwDs. The World Bank and
UNDP estimate that low- and middle-income
countries lose 3%-7% of GDP when PwDs are
excluded from education, employment, and
social security. Disability income improves
household stability, rural consumption, and
labour participation. Studies show fiscal
multipliers of 1.4-1.6, while the 2025 Pro Bono
Economics report found that the socio-economic
returns from disability pensions exceed their
costs by nearly 48%. Far from being a welfare
expense, disability pensions are an investment
and an effective economic stimulus.

India must establish a Minimum Universal
Disability Pension Floor Rate (MUDPFR) to give
effect to the state’s constitutional obligation,
under Article 41, to provide public assistance to
persons with disabilities, and to operationalise
Section 24 of the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016, which guarantees adequate

Sushil Kumar

Former Secretary,
Government of India,
and an Advocate in
the Supreme Court
and High Court

India must
adopt a
minimum
universal
disability
pension
floor rate

social security, including pension benefits. Such a
measure would translate the promise of inclusive
growth and “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas” into
reality by shifting disability pensions from a
matter of charity and discretion to a matter of
citizenship rights. While ensuring that no
disabled person receives less than a minimum
pension regardless of where they live, a MUDPFR
would still allow States to provide additional
top-ups.

This is not an unrealistic proposal. South
Africa provides a national disability grant with
uniform eligibility norms; Brazil's BPC guarantees
a national minimum income; and Australia and
New Zealand operate nationwide disability
pension systems. Several developing countries,
including Kenya, Rwanda, Thailand and
Indonesia, also provide disability income support
at the national level. International experience
shows that centrally set standards promote
uniformity, universality and portability.

A MUDPFR of ¥8,000 per month for 40 lakh
beneficiaries would cost about ¥38,400 crore
annually (0.08% of GDP), while 10,000 for 65
lakh beneficiaries would cost ¥78,000 crore. Even
a pension of ¥15,000 per month would keep
expenditure below 0.2% of GDP. Such spending is
fiscally manageable when compared with
allocations for food subsidies (¥2.05 lakh crore),
rural development (¥1.80 lakh crore), tax
concessions and revenue foregone (31.72 lakh
crore), and infrastructure (Z11.11 lakh crore). Yet,
disability pensions and inclusion continue to
receive only a tiny fraction of public expenditure.

From fragmentation to integration

The current disability pension system, shared
between the Ministry of Rural Development and
the Department of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities, leads to duplication, delays and
diffused accountability. Countries that have faced
similar challenges have addressed them through a
single national authority — South Africa’s SASSA,
Australia’s NDIA, Brazil’s INSS and Ireland’s
Department of Social Protection. India too needs
a National Disability Pension Authority to oversee
eligibility norms, a national registry, portability,
digital integration, grievance redress and
State-wise performance monitoring — one
standard, one system, one nation.

Implementing a robust disability pension
system would strengthen India’s bid for a UN
Security Council seat by translating its
commitments into action under Article 28 of the
UN Convention on Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, [LO Recommendation No. 202, SDG
1.3, and the G-20 New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration,
all of which endorse social protection as a
cornerstone of inclusive development.

Combining pensions with employment

13J6. Equality of treatment for Persons with Disabilities

fearer safFaaY F v §AT cgagR

support can move persons with disabilities from
mere survival to productive participation. A
MUDPFR could also yield economic benefits.
Countries such as Singapore, South Korea, South
Africa and Brazil integrate disability pensions
with employment and social security systems.
India should similarly strengthen its fragmented
Disability Employment Incentive Scheme. Models
abroad include employer tax incentives in
Nigeria, the U.Ks Access to Work programme,
and Australia’s wage subsidies. Existing schemes
such as PM-DAKSH, NAPS and State-level
employer incentives provide a foundation for
expansion.

Constitutional imperative

A MUDPFR would give effect to the Constitution’s
guarantees of equality, equal protection, dignity
and the right to life. India has already
standardised major welfare programmes — from
food security and health care to PM-KISAN and
pensions — and delivers benefits at scale through
DBT and UPI. The capacity and technology exist.
What is needed is the political will to prioritise
dignity. Disability pensions remain one of the few
entitlements determined by where a person lives.
If dignity is a constitutional right, geography
cannot decide the minimum support for survival.

More than an economic or administrative
reform, a MUDPFR is a moral one. It affirms that
persons with disabilities are rights-bearing
citizens, not recipients of charity. By
transforming the state from a benevolent
provider into a constitutional guarantor, it
strengthens dignity, inclusion and citizenship.

Should India continue with a system in which
disability pensions vary according to State
budgets, political priorities and bureaucratic
complexities, leaving persons with disabilities
vulnerable to hardship? Or should the Republic
guarantee a minimum level of support for all? A
Viksit Bharat cannot leave its most vulnerable
citizens at the mercy of a postcode lottery.
Federalism cannot be a justification for
inequality.

A MUDPFR is the next logical step in India’s
welfare architecture, building on rights-based
entitlements enabled by digital inclusion and
DBT. It would humanise the state, uphold the
dignity of persons with disabilities and
strengthen the Republic.

Over the past 75 years, India has steadily
expanded its welfare state in pursuit of social
justice. With the necessary platforms and delivery
systems now in place, the time has come to
secure the foundation. The real question is
whether India recognises dignity for persons with
disabilities as a constitutional right and a
collective obligation. That promise is long
overdue, and a MUDPFR offers a way to fulfil it.

e Addressing the digital divide through the Digital India Mission, India has marched on
towards becoming a global “best practice” model of a digital welfare state.

%ﬁmé%mﬁam%mmﬁ%ﬁmﬁmaﬁwmngwm“m
3RO aTel FRfSTee FeaTora™Y T & &9 3 3719 a1 &
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Yet, Persons with Disabilities (PwDs) remain largely excluded from this promise of
universal outreach.

fhT off ferearmaretet (PwDs) 5 TTG#ifAeh Tge & a1 & 93 4Tl W 4RI 9 gU &l
Disability pensions, contrary to the very principles underlying disability rights, are

determined not by the nature or extent of disability but by domicile, the discretionary
decisions of State governments, and cumbersome bureaucratic processes.

feeamer Serer, S feeaier HRART & #Hor Rguial & fawlia 8, feedierar S gepfa a1 aefikar &
YR W 81, Tiodh @ar, Tod TIHRT & aawrede vt 3R sifeer Alevengr ufhansit &
3R WX fAeTRa 61 S 8

As a result, a vulnerable section of citizens continues to remain outside the ambit of a welfare
architecture that otherwise prides itself on inclusivity and last-mile delivery.

Wmﬁaﬁwwﬁﬁaﬁaaﬁmmﬁw@wm?ﬂ%ﬁm
WWWWWW@HTWW?I#W%I

An inadequate safety net

IATee WA Q& o

The 2011 Census recorded 2.68 crore PwDs.
2011 Y SAIOTAT 7 2.68 S fecqmiarsta gof fohw 17 |

Today, accounting for population growth and changing disease profiles, their number is
conservatively estimated at 4.5 crore-6 crore.

3TST STTHEAT &8 3R Seer AT-ARGLT HI EAT H TG §U SeTeh! TEAT 1 (AT 4.5 5
¥ 6 FAT & T STTTAT STAT B

Although the Supreme Court of India has recognised the right to live with dignity as a
fundamental right and the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 provides legal
protection, disability benefits — especially pensions — remain fragmented, discretionary, and
inadequate.

IeATY HRA F Waled AT 5 ITRAT & T SidsT Shel & HUHR A Alfow JFR A=
3R R sftaR AftfATe, 2016 Fefsi GI&TT JaTeT T &, Y off feeaieT amer —
faRIyer tereT — @ifed, fademeiier it aroficd s= gu &

As aresult, the Indira Gandhi National Disability Pension Scheme covers only a small

fraction of PwDs, while pension amounts in most States range from just ¥300 to ¥500 a
month, with a few offering ¥1,000-%3,000.

IRUTHTTET ST el T e Fere et Fael AT T&ar 7 fcTiorsial sl Ha’
AT &, STelfeh JTTRIHIT AT & TereT TR harel 300 F 500 ey 778 €, 31K o T5F 1,000 &

3,000 T UcTel X g |
India spends barely 0.02% of GDP on disability welfare including pensions.
HRA T Feamor 3R G W 3197 GDP &1 &ad 0.02% I aXdT g |

South Africa spends 0.12%-0.15% of GDP (six times more); Brazil 0.45%-0.50% (20 times
more); OECD countries 2.2% (110 times more) and Australia 0.35%-0.40% (20 times
more).

ETAYOT JYAYERT 39T GDP T 0.12%-0.15% (eTaT8T3T B I JTEIh), FTeter 0.45%-0.50% (eTaTsyar
20 T[T 31T8h), OECD & 2.2% (FTeTdT 110 T[T 3HTereh) T A AT 0.35%-0.40% (STTeTaT
20 71T 31f8eR) T FA E

Beyond politics, sound economics demands the inclusion of PwDs.

TSI & W, Ggg e o Reaiersral & Faraere v #ioT I 8|

The World Bank and UNDP estimate that low- and middle-income countries lose 3%-7% of
GDP when PwDs are excluded from education, employment, and social security.
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fareg S 3R uardid o1 3171 § 1 fo¥ot 3R e 3mg arer ger e, As9TR 3R |
TRET U feeT TSIl & SfgThR & HRUT GDP FHT 3%-7% T W & B |

Disability income improves household stability, rural consumption, and labour
participation.

feeaier 3mer aRaRa e, armetor 3usiier 3R 7 smefierdt & o e 81

Studies show fiscal multipliers of 1.4-1.6, while the 2025 Pro Bono Economics report

found that the socio-economic returns from disability pensions exceed their costs by nearly
48%.

IETTA A 1.4-1.6 % TSI 0T TT0 €U &, STofeh 2025 9 SeAY ghieiiiarea RUIE & 3o7aR
feegrer gereT & fAes arerr graEnforen-3nfae ufawmel 3TehT RTd & STaT37eT 48% HfA® &1

Far from being a welfare expense, disability pensions are an investment and an effective
economic stimulus.

feeaiar deret hael HeATUTHRY I ET dfedh ek Ageaqut fader ik wamdt anfde Wiewme= g

India must establish a Minimum Universal Disability Pension Floor Rate (MUDPFR) to
give effect to the state’s constitutional obligation, under Article 41, to provide public
assistance to persons with disabilities, and to operationalise Section 24 of the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, which guarantees adequate social security, including
pension benefits.

HRT T weTeret Arasiifier feeamr deret IR T (MUDPFR) T &l T1fgT difeh 3refeee
41 & 3T fEHITST=AT l ATdoTieleh TETIAT YeTel el oh Ao oh HAHTTeIeh GIidcd AT
feaiarsrer srftsr srftrferasr, 2016 1 4RT 24 1 YT FATAT ST Heb, SiY AT ArATTSTR T
3R FereT et hr IRET ST B

Such a measure would translate the promise of inclusive growth and “Sabka Saath, Sabka

Vikas” into reality by shifting disability pensions from a matter of charity and discretion to a
matter of citizenship rights.

VAT FeH AT A 31T “HaHT WY, FEHT AF” & d1¢ A IEATdehdT & deof &I T
feeTeT UreT Y &reT AT faderTeiisT TETIdr & ST ARTRS JTAFR FT TTET YeTeT FHT|

While ensuring that no disabled person receives less than a minimum pension regardless of
where they live, a MUDPFR would still allow States to provide additional top-ups.

I GiATRad i gU fah faper #r feater caferd i 36 fara et @ axats forw foer sgsas
U1t & A AT of fAel, MUDPFR Tl &1 3ifaRerd deret ggfer (219-319) YaTet &t &l Tl
#r gam|

This is not an unrealistic proposal.

TE HIS JAEATIS TEATT 6T &

South Africa provides a national disability grant with uniform eligibility norms.

STRYOT IPTHT AT UTclT ATTGST 3 AT TSE FeaTIT 3eTGTeT YTl il |

Brazil’s BPC guarantees a national minimum income.

STSftel Y BPC AT IASERA w3 T Y AR &l &1

Australia and New Zealand operate nationwide disability pension systems.
3ireeferam 3tk wggitels Sereard et derer yonfaat F=fod i 8|

Several developing countries, including Kenya, Rwanda, Thailand and Indonesia, also
provide disability income support at the national level.

F3T, TaisT, Iéels IR AR Tfed ws ApraRier 2r off TSET TR W EeaieT 3 @erRrar
e & &

International experience shows that centrally set standards promote uniformity, universality
and portability.

ARSERT 37979 2T § o iy ¥ R eI a1eres warewran, ardsitfaara st SR
T Fearad o
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¢ A MUDPFR of 8,000 per month for 40 lakh beneficiaries would cost about 38,400 crore
annually (0.08% of GDP).

40 ATE AT & fIT 28,000 WfAHATE T MUDPFR SUdTAT U 913797 38,400 FUE Ffaay

(GDP &T 0.08%) &I g19T|
e While ¥10,000 for 65 lakh beneficiaries would cost ¥78,000 crore.

JEr 65 AT ATHIAAT & forw 10,000 9fa#TE T cgaTar W 78,000 FR13 &7 oI gIaT|
e Even a pension of 15,000 per month would keep expenditure below 0.2% of GDP.

Tg1 o o €15,000 ST 1 T2 3 For 7 T GDP & 0.2% o o1 wafh|

e Such spending is fiscally manageable when compared with allocations for food subsidies
(%2.05 lakh crore), rural development (%1.80 lakh crore), tax concessions and revenue
foregone (%1.72 lakh crore), and infrastructure (¥11.11 lakh crore).

T T @iey afews) (22.05 @ #A13), ATHIT fad (31.80 @ F03), HX Rargai va
TSET i (31.72 A1 FU3) TUT HTETHAT (T11.11 TG FNF) T @A dTel 37 hT Jofall &
AT &9 F G g |

e Yet, disability pensions and inclusion continue to receive only a tiny fraction of public
expenditure.

T off TercieT GereT 3 THATIAST &Y BTG foleh < T shdof T d SIeT fgTdT &1 Ired alar &

From fragmentation to integration

AEsaT ¥ ThrHor Y AT

e The current disability pension system, shared between the Ministry of Rural Development
and the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, leads to duplication,
delays and diffused accountability.

TAHATST TeTTeT Y2reT JoTrelY, S ATHIUT fAeTH AT 31X fcaierere werfdasor fsmr & S
Ao &, alevra, faod 3R 3merR¥ca & f9@a &t Jea Sar gl

e Countries that have faced similar challenges have addressed them through a single national
authority.

TSieT it ¥ 3& FehR T I=AMNATT T HHAT FhAT R, 3ogiel Sofehl THTENT Tehel IS FIfArhIor
F AreH A AT g

o South Africa’s SASSA, Australia’s NDIA, Brazil’s INSS and Ireland’s Department of
Social Protection are examples.

ET8YOT 37T T SASSA, JTEETAAT FT NDIA, FTeie FT INSS 3iR 3R F71 qrefors Taor
fA9MeT 39 3TEIOT &

¢ |ndia too needs a National Disability Pension Authority to oversee eligibility norms, a
national registry, portability, digital integration, grievance redress and State-wise performance
monitoring — one standard, one system, one nation.

R T T ITIaT Aldcal, T UorEdT, qiEfafaredr, fBfoes vahentor, Risraa faror 3tk
TSIaR T2 TR & fore ve el feaier e wiferahaor T 3maedehdT § — U A,
T YOTTell, T IS¢ |

e Implementing a robust disability pension system would strengthen India’s bid for a UN
Security Council seat by translating its commitments into action under Article 28 of the UN
Convention on Rights of Persons with Disabilities, ILO Recommendation No. 202, SDG
1.3, and the G-20 New Delhi Leaders’ Declaration.

Uk g eI IR0 JUTTell T3] i3t & HYF ISE YT TG HI FEEI T o foIT R Y
eTAERY HSTd gIe, Fiieh SHY fereaiaretar fAwRY o GgFa g FfHwHT F =< 28, ILO
3TTRIAT WEAT 202, SDG 1.3 3R G-20 7% Ryl AT €yumT o 37791 Y 18 TfcTaereait &t
SIAER H o] fohaT ST Feharm |
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o All of these endorse social protection as a cornerstone of inclusive development.
3 gl wrefores Gt ot FATaRl faehre shY SRR AT ¢ |

e Combining pensions with employment support can move persons with disabilities from mere
survival to productive participation.

TTeT ol USTITR WEIAT & AT SiiSel T eI shael SHfad I8+ T AT I 31T gt
3cqTeeh HENERY &7 3R 5 Thd &1

e A MUDPFR could also yield economic benefits.
MUDPFR 378 et 8ff Uetel ¥ Tehcll B

e Countries such as Singapore, South Korea, South Africa and Brazil integrate disability
pensions with employment and social security systems.

fRiargR, afavor wifRa, gfaror snhveT 3R arsfter S e feeaer dere @1 UsteTr 3iR Ao
GRET JoTTort & HIY Tehlhcd T ¢ |

o India should similarly strengthen its fragmented Disability Employment Incentive Scheme.
IR Y 8 37T WIS freamT NS TR WeATea ATt ht Yoo Seilel =gl |

e Models abroad include employer tax incentives in Nigeria, the Access to Work
programme in the United Kingdom, and wage subsidies in Australia.

farceit 31 smghiaT ¥ ferar #X AicaTe, TATSes RRTsa &7 v € a& FRHA, JuT
Jreeforar 7 daa afead S Alse 3T B

e Existing schemes such as PM-DAKSH, NAPS and State-level employer incentives provide
a foundation for expansion.

PM-DAKSH, NAPS T T5d ¥ e SicHtgst Ao faear & folt Teh At 3R
et X &l

Constitutional imperative

wawutfes srferardar

e A MUDPFR would give effect to the Constitution’s guarantees of equality, equal protection,
dignity and the right to life.

T& MUDPFR HfatTel GaRT Y& TATTAT, AT HI&TOT, ITRAT T Sfiast & sifsr $r et
I AEA e & F 1] |

¢ India has already standardised major welfare programmes — from food security and health
care to PM-KISAN and pensions — and delivers benefits at scale through DBT and UPI.

R Ygol 1 Wied G&TT, TIReT [a, Freay-FRFare T $eret SiE Joe SHod1orehRT Arsfel3i 1
HIAHIRIUT HY b & A SRS 2T TAIHTE & ACTH F 53 JATeY TR olTaT qelm g7 &l
e The capacity and technology exist.
3T &THAT AR FigA IR uger & 3uerey g
e What is needed is the political will to prioritise dignity.
3TTRIHAT chd ol IRAT Sl TTATHBAT Gol T ISTeicToh STOIRMTF ol g
o Disability pensions remain one of the few entitlements determined by where a person lives.

feior deret 37 Foo HTARRT & & T § ST 37 el o fovara Tuter o TR W FeiRa g
gl

o If dignity is a constitutional right, geography cannot decide the minimum support for survival.
afg AT T FIHTAE AR &, ar dianfos Rufa a8 uRa 78 w2 dod! & Shifad &
& T = geTc e FerddT e grafi|

e More than an economic or administrative reform, a MUDPFR is a moral one.
Teh MUDPFR hdel 31T a1 T feieh GUR w161, dfceh Teh aifcish Jur o 1

o It affirms that persons with disabilities are rights-bearing citizens, not recipients of charity.

Ig YIS Yl & 1o feamarstet 22T a1 IV & UT 18T, dfeh A TUFR-Fea anria g1
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By transforming the state from a benevolent provider into a constitutional guarantor, it
strengthens dignity, inclusion and citizenship.

ST Y Teh &Te] Tl & Fenferen @yeteh # aRafcld e ag aR@T, gamaer 3R anrfiear
T &g T &

Should India continue with a system in which disability pensions vary according to State
budgets, political priorities and bureaucratic complexities, leaving persons with
disabilities vulnerable to hardship?

FIAT AR T ST AR I a7 it 9ot Ued & aeie, Uoieifas yrafsansit 3}
AIRTATET ST o HTHR Fererell I TUT FeeATaToTeT HidaATgal o Fiel IGRIETT 5ot &2

Or should the Republic guarantee a minimum level of support for all?

T T IORTST G & ToIT #geTaTa FAT hT FETIAT hr aTRET 32

A Viksit Bharat cannot leave its most vulnerable citizens at the mercy of a postcode lottery.

T RAFRAT 9RT 39 TETH FHASR AT I 3oTch 1T &1F oh MR 9 [AeleT arelr
sifof¥ere giemsit & R 76T ol Fha

Federalism cannot be a justification for inequality.
WHETE I AHATAAT T 3T AL TATIT ST FhedT|

A MUDPFR is the next logical step in India’s welfare architecture, building on rights-based
entitlements enabled by digital inclusion and DBT.

MUDPFR HRd T el TIT T 373TelT difehes sheH &, o RBfees garest 31k Sihd
garT gAY rfrer-amaRa amt o 3menfa &

It would humanise the state, uphold the dignity of persons with disabilities and strengthen
the Republic.

g TS T TP ATTAIT TATT, FEeqRIST=AT I ITRAT T FATT I 3R VRS FH AREFT
T

Over the past 75 years, India has steadily expanded its welfare state in pursuit of social
justice.

el 75 TT & IRT & AT A1 7 WIfed & foIT 379 SHedTuTehRT T T fAaT &R
R gl

With the necessary platforms and delivery systems now in place, the time has come to secure
the foundation.

379 ST 3TTaRgeh FHe AR e facRor Jonferar T g geht 8, af T 3 Iram ¢ o 34 3R
&l Holgd fohar Srv |

The real question is whether India recognises dignity for persons with disabilities as a
constitutional right and a collective obligation.

A 99T e & o T TR Rreamarstail Y a1fen 1 v waenfas e 3k anifies
afca & &7 & TR Far gl

That promise is long overdue, and a MUDPFR offers a way to fulfil it.
I dTeT S5 Tgel I &1 ST TAMET AT, 3R MUDPFR 38 91 et T Teh FHIET ATEH Setet

AT
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HTSAT dtel HTANT — AcTeT AT F FUR FT T HTAT
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Long overdue

Coal exchanges can balance out energy
scarcities across India
U nveiled at a time of record domestic coal

production, the Coal Exchange Rules,

2026, are a case of better-late-than-never.
They will create a broad market-based mechan-
ism through regulated trading platforms for the
lynchpin of India’s energy system — coal. They
are aimed at enhancing price discovery, transpa-
rency, access for small consumers, as well as, one
would hope, reduce bilateral agreements that are
often opaque and come with a whiff of graft, too
often. Today, most coal transactions between
producers and buyers take place through long-
term contracts, primarily for the power sector,
followed by auctions, imports and captive min-
ing. While India’s commodity exchanges are well
established, they function largely as financial
markets rather than physical delivery platforms.
Coal exchanges, however, appear closer in design
to power exchanges, which, despite modest vol-
umes, play a role in price discovery, market sig-
nalling and the development of secondary mar-
kets. As if to prove this point, coal exchanges are
expected to serve the non-regulated sector,
which relies on Coal India auctions where coal is
often sold at a premium to the highest bidder.
Power exchanges are not merely niche trading
platforms; they serve as points of reference for
the broader power market. They have enhanced
price discovery and served as a balancing market
without replacing long-term power purchase
agreements. Initially the power exchanges were
only balancing shortages, but eventually the spot
prices became a barometer of the broader power
market indicating scarcity, surplus and system
stresses for all electricity stakeholders. Perhaps
the first role of coal exchanges could be to open
up inventories, allowing surpluses to balance out
shortages across India.

The templates for the two exchanges are not
very different though the specific rules framed by
the Coal Controller Organisation of India will de-
termine the success of coal exchanges. Just as
with the successes, the failures of power ex-
changes can also serve as lessons learned for
coal. Coal is not as fungible as electricity, which
once generated is the same everywhere requiring
only minimum standards. Coal quality varies
widely. Therefore, robust standards and quality
assurance are as important as contract design, li-
quidity creation and enforcement. The latter set
of requirements will ensure that major producers
and consumers are drawn to the coal exchanges.
The emphasis should be on facilitating participa-
tion of retail consumers unlike power exchanges,
which are dominated by discoms. Coal India’s
stance will be crucial. Besides safeguards against
volatility, dispute resolution mechanisms and im-
proved transportation logistics will be important
too, since the coal exchanges will be physical de-
livery platforms.

than physical delivery platforms.

13J6. Long overdue
9§ §AY W IafaTT

e Coal exchanges can balance out energy
scarcities across India.

mﬁﬁmﬁammﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁaﬁﬁgﬁﬁw
Fhd

Coal Exchange Rules, 2026: A market-based
mechanism for coal trading

Frren fafasa Aas, 2026: FFer WOR F AT T9R-
e a7

e Unveiled at a time of record domestic coal
production, the Coal Exchange Rules, 2026, are a case of
better-late-than-never.

RehlS TR & o] FIAET SeUIGT & THI TEJCT 1T T
e fafasa o, 2026, 4T AT gEEd AT T Fgrad H1
3ETEUT &

e They will create a broad market-based

mechanism through regulated trading platforms for the
lynchpin of India’s energy system — coal.

I fATH HRA I FAT STTEAT FT HTURTA Fgelr & fow
A caaiis A4l & ATCTH J T A9 deiR-
TR a7 T ST

e They are aimed at enhancing price discovery,
transparency, access for small consumers, as well as,

one would hope, reduce bilateral agreements that are often
opaque and come with a whiff of graft, too often.

SoTeT 3CCT e fAURor Y uRefRidT, TRgeiwar, sie
SYSIeFT3t T IET TEAT TAT 37 ST FHASCT T Ha
AT § ST 9T ITARERIT 81 & 3R ForeTaT srsera & 3meiehr
T A B

e Today, most coal transactions between producers
and buyers take place through long-term contracts,
primarily for the power sector, followed by auctions,
imports and captive mining.

TAHATT H 3c1gant 3R GAGRT & ey 31T el -t
1A reqaet & ATy A g, [y & § Rega &
& ToIT, 38 91¢ AT, AT R e Welel o7 TUTT 3TAT

gl

e While India’s commodity exchanges are well
established, they function largely as financial markets rather

e HRd & avq RfasT IR s ag TUifid 8, 3 e fady SRt & &9 7 SR #d
g, o o aftfciep Sl il & &9

e Coal exchanges, however, appear closer in design to power exchanges, which, despite
modest volumes, play a role in price discovery, market signalling and the development of
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secondary markets.

gleilteh rare fafarsr e axue 1 gfte & Rega Rfawa 74t & it fFwe gdid g & st
AT TR AT & TG Aed W, AR Fhal IR SR IRt & G 7 Fgeaqor
s1feT foremay &

As if to prove this point, coal exchanges are expected to serve the non-regulated sector,

which relies on Coal India auctions where coal is often sold at a premium to the highest
bidder.

S o1l 1 IS Y gV, e [Afaa Aot @ IR-Riaafad a1 dar (e & e &, s
Fer 33T iy AenfAat o e TEaT & STel e 3 3Tad# sieiarar s NATH Hed 1
T SATT B

Power exchanges are not merely niche trading platforms; they serve as points of reference
for the broader power market.

faega fafasra #w oo faQw saraies #wr =€t §; 3 e faegd a1eiR & forw dest ﬁgéﬂ‘q
& wr A

They have enhanced price discovery and served as a balancing market without replacing
long-term power purchase agreements.

3egiel Fed freRor 9fdHa sl dgaX S & aur Sresiioe faegd @l sagilar @ afaeariad
T 9T HJeleT IR & &9 A 1 fharg|
Initially the power exchanges were only balancing shortages, but eventually the spot prices

became a barometer of the broader power market indicating scarcity, surplus and system
stresses for all electricity stakeholders.

TR # ey fafarerg #@e shaer el 1 et adt B, fohe] 1 & File Feq R faegd ok &
Tohdh &1 7T, ST oY, 3TTAAY FUT JuTeaTe garat Y gy &1

Perhaps the first role of coal exchanges could be to open up inventories, allowing surpluses
to balance out shortages across India.

THI: el Tafere Fat S agelr s1fAepT $3RY &I T g1 Hevchl ¢, Torerdr 31Ty shizrer
SRR H HFAT FI RIS X Toh |

The templates for the two exchanges are not very different though the specific rules framed
by the Coal Controller Organisation of India will determine the success of coal exchanges.

aﬁwa?%ﬁmﬁﬁﬁmmﬁagﬁmmaﬁ%,%m@mmﬁa@am
31§31 gaRT sev ¢ fafRrse faes e fafeswa #7at dr awaar fFuiRa w3

Just as with the successes, the failures of power exchanges can also serve as lessons
learned for coal.

mwwmmﬁwmﬁ% 3T PR 3oThT TTBIITT T ATl 837 &
T dRg T T F Tl £

Coal is not as fungible as electricity, which once generated is the same everywhere requiring
only minimum standards.

I frsTell 1 og qoiar: afesre (wioae) 781 &, Fife v IR 3earfed fRrsrel 83 ¥+ X
AT Bl & 3R I ~IAdH AR T AT &It |

Coal quality varies widely.

FRA Y IOTEAT H AT HeeTdll I1S STl T

Therefore, robust standards and quality assurance are as important as contract design,
liquidity creation and enforcement.

SATAT AT ATt X IJOTEAT HREATHT Sciat &1 Heca Ul & Tolclel Jeeel TAHAT, TReTclT olel
3R &t T JreTarer |

The latter set of requirements will ensure that major producers and consumers are drawn to
the coal exchanges.
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Y HTERGhcT FiARET N foh @ Scdteeh R 3usiierar shizrer fafarae #at i 3K 3meia

gl

e The emphasis should be on facilitating participation of retail consumers unlike power
exchanges, which are dominated by discoms.

SR GeT SUHIFAIHT hT SN hl SeraT St W Il T, Stafeh [y fafaaer #ui o

A& FBEpled 1 vfca war g
e Coal India’s stance will be crucial.

I ST T TW 1A A gt g1

e Besides safeguards against volatility, dispute resolution mechanisms and improved
transportation logistics will be important too, since the coal exchanges will be physical

delivery platforms.

e hrerer faferee #e siifas smqfet = e, safov A srfvyar & gram, verd faarg
AT dF JAUT A5 TRAgT aiiforiecad 3 3cdd Agcaqor gt

The 8th CPC — a chance to reform pay commissions

s India moves toward the 8th Central Pay
A Commission (CPC), public discussion has

largely centred on familiar themes —
fitment factors, salary revisions and arrears. Yet,
the larger question may not be how much
compensation should increase, but whether the
framework for determining public compensation
remains coherent, equitable, and fiscally
sustainable. This is not merely an administrative
matter. The manner in which the state structures
salaries, allowances and pensions reflects
broader institutional priorities and influences
public confidence in governance.

The framework deficit

Over the decades, Pay Commissions have become
far more than wage-revision exercises. Their
recommendations shape inter-service parity,
long-term fiscal commitments and the
institutional balance within the state. Yet, the
process remains narrow, with a small,
time-bound body tasked with evaluating a diverse
ecosystem of civil, military and technical services,
largely on the basis of representations from the
services themselves. A key challenge is the
absence of a common evaluative framework.
Services operate under different structures,
career trajectories and working conditions, but
there is no universally accepted method for
comparing risk, responsibility, technical
complexity or career progression. As a result, the
system often seeks parity without clearly defining
its basis.

This challenge is most visible in questions of
parity. Officers across services with very different
career paths and responsibilities may, at certain
stages, receive comparable compensation. The
issue is not one of competition between services
but institutional coherence. If parity is to be
maintained, the principles governing it must be
transparent, consistent and objectively justified.

The comparison between civilian services and
the armed forces illustrates this complexity.
Military careers follow a sharply pyramidal
structure, with limited promotional opportunities

Prem Kumar Nair

Retired Indian Army
officer (colonel)
with an interest

in governing
architecture

and systems

The 8th Central
Pay Commission
should reform
compensation
frameworks, not
merely salaries

and earlier retirement. Civilian services generally
offer broader avenues for advancement and
longer careers. Aligning compensation across
such different systems requires careful
consideration of these structural differences.

Another significant trend is the reduction in
experience required for senior administrative
positions. While faster career progression may
reflect changing governance needs, complex
policy challenges still demand institutional
memory and seasoned judgment. Efficiency is
important, but it cannot fully substitute for
experience. Questions also arise over allowances.
While they are intended to compensate for
hardship, remoteness or operational risk, there is
no uniform and transparent framework for
assessing such conditions across services. This
can create disparities that are difficult to justify
and may foster perceptions of inconsistency.

Non-Functional Upgradation (NFU) raises a
related concern. By allowing financial
advancement without a corresponding increase
in responsibility, it weakens the link between
role, accountability and compensation. Though
introduced to address slower promotion avenues,
the NFU continues to generate debate over equity
and institutional rationale.

The pension challenge

Pensions add another layer of complexity. India
currently operates multiple pension systems,
including legacy defined-benefit schemes,
contributory plans for newer entrants, and
separate arrangements for elected
representatives. According to the Reserve Bank of
India’s State Finances Report (2023), salaries,
pensions and interest payments consume a large
share of State expenditure, limiting fiscal space
for development. As a result, concerns about
sustainability and inter-generational equity are
becoming increasingly important.

Taken together, these issues highlight the need
for a more coherent approach to public
compensation. At present, pay frameworks for
the executive, legislature and judiciary evolve

through different processes. While
constitutionally distinct, this fragmentation can
create inconsistencies and reduce transparency
in compensation decisions.

Public trust depends not only on fairness, but
also on transparency and explainability.

A new compensation architecture

Many countries have gradually moved towards
continuous and institutionalised mechanisms for
reviewing public sector compensation.
Independent authorities, clearly defined
benchmarks and periodic review mechanisms
have replaced infrequent, large-scale revisions.
India’s decadal Pay Commission model may
therefore warrant reconsideration.

A more durable framework — whether a
National Compensation Authority or a specialised
public service body — could bring greater
consistency to public sector pay. Rather than be a
centralising authority, it could establish common
principles for assessing responsibility, experience
and hardship while preserving flexibility for
different services and States.

Importantly, any such reform must respect
India’s federal structure. States should retain
autonomy over implementation while operating
within a broader framework of transparency,
comparability and fiscal discipline. Greater
coherence across branches of government,
without affecting constitutional independence,
would strengthen both credibility and public
confidence.

Ultimately, public compensation is not simply
about salaries and pensions. It is part of the larger
relationship between the state and the citizen. In
a democratic system, compensation structures
must not only be financially sustainable, but also
publicly explainable.

The 8th Pay Commission presents an
opportunity to move beyond periodic revision
and engage with these deeper structural
questions. Whether that opportunity is utilised
meaningfully may shape public trust in
institutional governance for years to come.

13J6. The 8th CPC — a chance to reform pay commissions

JTSAT dtel AT — AT AT F FUR FT T HTAT

e As India moves toward the 8th Central Pay Commission (CPC), public discussion has
largely centred on familiar themes — fitment factors, salary revisions and arrears.

S-SR T 3Ted ST deeT AT (CPC) F 3R TG @7 &, WdAfeh i 7ead: feesie
tharex, ader Wt 317 o afr oy o fawat v ST @ 8
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e Yet, the larger question may not be how much compensation should increase, but whether
the framework for determining public compensation remains coherent, equitable, and
fiscally sustainable.

fehec] 13T 92T U oT8T & Toh dcTeT fohctetl Sgetr TR, afceh Ig & foh Ardstiareh dciet forefiRoT &t
T JHIA, FARH 3R TSR & § R & 71 7€

e This is not merely an administrative matter.
g haol Teh g fawT =gt g

e The manner in which the state structures salaries, allowances and pensions reflects
broader institutional priorities and influences public confidence in governance.

TS for g Wb aad, a4t 311 Serer i Txaar uiRa edar g, ag caraes gedmerd A f@eansit
T 2T § TAT AMHA o Ui FATAard ol ganfad FLar g

The framework deficit
HEILGE T

e Over the decades, Pay Commissions have become far more than wage-revision exercises.
THY & TTY dde AT hdol Al TR deh DAT 78T @ &

e Their recommendations shape inter-service parity, long-term fiscal commitments and the
institutional balance within the state.

SoTeht FARITRET Aamait & dte aAEar, ddwifas T gffcal Ja1 57 & ok aEIrrd
HeleT ! AT A |
e Yet, the process remains narrow, with a small, time-bound body tasked with evaluating a

diverse ecosystem of civil, military and technical services, largely on the basis of
representations from the services themselves.

ﬁmﬁa—gm@ﬁaaﬁrgﬁ, TSIee T oler 3R gagaeys [Herr fegd: Jansit gart

T 3ATACA & ITUR T ARTRS, e AR awaiihr dansit & afaer gl o1 Fediche! HiaT &
o A key challenge is the absence of a common evaluative framework.

Teh YW Jellcll HATA Hedidha rd 1 3THE ¢ |
e Services operate under different structures, career trajectories and working conditions, but

there is no universally accepted method for comparing risk, responsibility, technical
complexity or career progression.

R, SR, Tl TR 31eraT R TRy Y JoraTT F2et & T S T
geHIfd 3UceY =gl o
e As aresult, the system often seeks parity without clearly defining its basis.

IRUTHETET SHTEYT HFE HATAAT FATAT el T FAH AT 8, ] 38k TR H TGS &Y
T IRATT 7T AT

e This challenge is most visible in questions of parity.
Ig FeAlcl FaRI &9 & FATTT ¥ 73 9=l A fo@rs & &1

o Officers across services with very different career paths and responsibilities may, at certain
stages, receive comparable compensation.

3ot et HRIX AT 3R 3TRETRACT aTely A3 & HTARRT o TN H FHT dcfel e F
e

e Theissue is not one of competition between services but institutional coherence.
Ig HeaT a3t & s Fiaede 1 w71, dfcsh TEdmerd FHarfa 1 8|

e |[f parity is to be maintained, the principles governing it must be transparent, consistent and
objectively justified.

Ife FHTACT AT TG &, A 30 ey arexll, gaerd 3R awqfass &7 @ 3faa gl @i
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The comparison between civilian services and the armed forces illustrates this complexity.
AR JaT3it 3R T Tl o &1 Jololl S STl &l TS Al ¢ |

Military careers follow a sharply pyramidal structure, with limited promotional opportunities
and earlier retirement.

e Far? veh Tose RUFAST = 7 3778307 il €, Torae geleafa & raa? A g §
3R Jarfagy srdamed sTedt gl &1

Civilian services generally offer broader avenues for advancement and longer careers.

AT YT TTHI: o1l h 3AH TR 3 & AT HTel YTl Hl B

Aligning compensation across such different systems requires careful consideration of these
structural differences.

Y oot GOt & defet TR Y T forcd et & ToIT goT WAATcHS fHeaTaait 1
AT [T 3T g |

Another significant trend is the reduction in experience required for senior administrative
positions.

Teh 31 HgedquT Tgid aRss TIafere uai & foiw 3raea rqera & &l g

While faster career progression may reflect changing governance needs, complex policy
challenges still demand institutional memory and seasoned judgment.

T AT HRIR Ja1fa SeerdT Temafeie Jaeaehar3i i &l TehdT &, i ot SIfeer ifdera
TaAtferat & fore FeumTe Tfer 31 srepsrelt forotar averaT ohr 3maegend s=i &< ¢ |

Efficiency is important, but it cannot fully substitute for experience.
R Hgea Ul §, fohe] I8 31e7e7d T U1 Taehod =TgT ST Hehell |
Questions also arise over allowances.

a1l Y ol ot U 359 B

While they are intended to compensate for hardship, remoteness or operational risk, there
is no uniform and transparent framework for assessing such conditions across services.

eI SoTenl e Ffser aRfPufaat, gy &3t sryar wareer datt NFEHAT $r swars g,
T o fafdesT Aaait 7 o7 aRFEAfAt & Feaias & AT 18 Tt iR IReel efar 7481 &1

This can create disparities that are difficult to justify and may foster perceptions of
inconsistency.

SO VY TTHATATN 3cee 81 hdl & folos 31U SEXTeT o 8ldT & 3R A 3rgerfa fr eom
I oTaT &l B

Non-Functional Upgradation (NFU) raises a related concern.

R-FRTHS 37a1a (NFU) 30 53t 9ohR Y RIaT 3cdeet AT gl

By allowing financial advancement without a corresponding increase in responsibility, it
weakens the link between role, accountability and compensation.

g T3t T T 1 fafera foraery o e et dere sxar &, forad siffer, Sameed
3R IIRSAS & T a8 FASR 98 AT 8|

Though introduced to address slower promotion avenues, the NFU continues to generate
debate over equity and institutional rationale.

eI NFU &1 el Geleatfcl hr AT T it & ToIT ofre] faham aram &, fhe ot I8 wamaseraar
3R FEATTe SR Y oY AR T b o o1 g3 &

The pension challenge

deret Y Tatch

Pensions add another layer of complexity.
YereT 3 Ay & Ffeerdar Y ter 31k Ra s g1

India currently operates multiple pension systems, including legacy defined-benefit
schemes, contributory plans for newer entrants, and separate arrangements for elected
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representatives.
R IAATA 3 3oteh YereT Jonfert Fenford i g, foere gl aRenfa-amer A, v
FATITRAT & fT 3rerer AT, g2r fAafRa ssrafafafat & fow sreer caaeae eanfae g

e According to the Reserve Bank of India’s State Finances Report (2023), salaries,
pensions and interest payments consume a large share of State expenditure, limiting fiscal
space for development.

AR Rarer I oy T farer Raie (2023) & 31TaR AT, FereT U7 SATST ST Aol & &3
T 93T f3Ear TguT X ol &, oo e & fore 3ucretr T aamyst @fAd & o §1

e As aresult, concerns about sustainability and inter-generational equity are becoming
increasingly important.

aRuTFEaEY Ao e aur ffet & dre sarrieraar & 2 Riand denar dgeaget
gl ST T |

e Taken together, these issues highlight the need for a more coherent approach to public
compensation.

o T8 Feel T Ueh AT ST T AT Toteh TIRA T cqae T & fov 31fRreh Faare gieeHior 1

AT AT TS BIcT B |

e At present, pay frameworks for the executive, legislature and judiciary evolve through
different processes.

FIATT H wrRIgTfarT, e 3iR FarrafasT & ade o 3e9T-37eTeT Ufshanait & Aregs T &
fsfaa a1 €1

e While constitutionally distinct, this fragmentation can create inconsistencies and reduce
transparency in compensation decisions.

JCITT A AR T H 3Tl GEATT &, fhY o I fawse aa feor geeh faorat
I 3o Y TohT & 3 IRETRIAT T o HT TehdT ¢ |

e Public trust depends not only on fairness, but also on transparency and explainability.

SFATITTH FHaol fASTeTdT W & Fa1, Sfoh IRERIAT 31K TS SATEATHFAT W 3 IR aar &

A new compensation architecture

T 1S RS AS S

e Many countries have gradually moved towards continuous and institutionalised mechanisms
for reviewing public sector compensation.

3eAeh ¢RT o WA TS 83 & IR T TTeT o fow side ¥ 3 X 3R dwumera aF
i fu g

e Independent authorities, clearly defined benchmarks and periodic review mechanisms
have replaced infrequent, large-scale revisions.

Fada wifrFIon, Tose §9 & fAuTRa Aere a2r Fafag gever yonfot & siaaf@a i s
YAy IR @l aTo) TR &7 TATT o form &1

¢ India’s decadal Pay Commission model may therefore warrant reconsideration.
SHTAIT $RCT o GARIT AT ITART A TR GATTIR AT ST ST 8 FhelT &1

e A more durable framework — whether a National Compensation Authority or a specialised
public service body — could bring greater consistency to public sector pay.

Teh 37T TURYY BfaT — TR 9% USET TR RS WITEOT ) AT 1S R Ardeifere T e
— WA &1 & dcfet 7 3178 GaeTiel o Fohel 1

e Rather than be a centralising authority, it could establish common principles for assessing
responsibility, experience and hardship while preserving flexibility for different services and
States.

Teh Sheepcl HEUT Folol & ToTY Ig Jealded, Hgsra AR HisaT aRfPufat & gegin & fow
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AT Fewid fuid T dad 8, Stafe fafdies darsit 3R vt & fore snaeas a<fiemde it
FITT TG Fehll B

Importantly, any such reform must respect India’s federal structure.
Hgcaqul &9 &, fordr ot TF R ol IR h1 WENT FIGAT T HEHTA AT AR T

States should retain autonomy over implementation while operating within a broader
framework of transparency, comparability and fiscal discipline.

T3] T FRITTTIT H TIRIAAT 94T I IIRT, SFdfeh 3§ TRERIET, Wsﬂ?mﬂ'ﬂ'
HATHA o e G oh HIe Y |

Greater coherence across branches of government, without affecting constitutional
independence, would strengthen both credibility and public confidence.

HIeTforeR TIATAT I FHTTAT TohU T et bt fafdiest emansit o dfrer 37feres gaeriar Tt
AT FaRaHIaT 3R STAfaeara el s gga |

Ultimately, public compensation is not simply about salaries and pensions.

3HAd: Fdstfeish TIRATAS dhdel dast R Ferer a DA AT 787 &1

It is part of the larger relationship between the state and the citizen.

T T 3R ATIRE & e AT HeET T Teh Hgea o 66 aT &

In a democratic system, compensation structures must not only be financially sustainable, but
also publicly explainable.

T Ahdi3eh Ta&dT H qIRHTHS TIIATV shadl (AT 9 § feh1F af e, Sfow Sodr & gHeT
TASC & H FHSTS T ehet A9 37 gliT AT

The 8th Pay Commission presents an opportunity to move beyond periodic revision and
engage with these deeper structural questions.

HTSAT ddeT HTRAWT haol THIT-THAT TR glet dTel TN I 37TaT TGhT ST g TATCHS Tt
IR AR e &7 TTEX eIl T &

Whether that opportunity is utilised meaningfully may shape public trust in institutional
governance for years to come.

Y 31aOT T ThcleTT A1 IUANIT fHIT SATAT &, TS 3TeT aTel Nt & FEARTT AT & Ui STeTdT &
TIeaTd I g3TAd Y ThaT &
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13J6 | The human cost of a deadly weed killer

TS gTds GXqdaaneit T AT Hrad

13J6 | Following earlier setbacks, Japan’s H3 rocket lifts off

qed % FCH! & d1E SITITA HT H3 AHe Fhaargds yafla gam

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagezo



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Afarmer ina paddy field on  Hyderabad.

The human cost of a
deadly weed killer

In March, Telangana banned one of the world’s most widely used and highly toxic weedicides,
becoming only the third State in India to do so. The herbicide is nsible for hundmds of deaths each year.
most of them suicides and some accidental. Serish Nanisetti reports on the campaign that led to the ban

and why much more remains to be done

t 50, Banoth Goud (name changed)

has lived to tell a tale. “I may look nor-

mal, but I become breathless when I

climb stairs or even walk more than
five minutes. The doctor says my lungs got affect-
ed,” he says.

About three years ago, on a sweltering after-
noon, Goud opened his refrigerator, took out a
small plastic bottle labelled with a popular juice
brand, and took a sip. The drink did not have the
sweet, tart apple flavour that he was used to; in-
stead, it tasted flat. He began vomiting.

Goud did not know that he had drunk paraq
uat, a highly toxic herbicide and one of the most
effective weed killers in the world. Paraquat, a
colourless and tasteless liquid, is most often fatal
for both humans and animals.

It was a mistake that resulted in Goud fighting
for his life. “I had asked my nephew to get the
gaddi mandu (the local term for the weedicide) to
clear weeds in front of our house,” he recalls.

“He kept the bottle on a table inside the house.

My wife thought it was a cool drink and placed

it inside the fridge.” While wholesale traders
store paraquat in drums, farmers and others of-
ten fill up stray bottles with the weedicide.

Goud was rushed from his house in Paloncha
to a hospital in Kothegudem, about 11 kilometres
away. The doctors were sure he would die.

Being an employee of TSGENCO (Telangana
State Power Generation Corporation Limited),
Goud had an ESIC (Employee State Insurance
Corporation) card, necessary for workers below
a certain salary level to access free medical care
and financial benefits at ESIC dispensaries and
hospitals across the State. He was quickly ferried
in an ambulance to a tertiary-care facility in Hyd-
erabad, roughly 285 km away.

Dr. Verrana Addanki, a General Medicine prac-
titioner, noticed that Goud had a ‘paraquat
mouth’ — the severe, corrosive damage that oc-
curs when a person swallows or is exposed to pa-
raquat — and put him on continuous renal re-
placement therapy (CRRT). Over the next 40

, Goud's condition slowly improved.

“His family had given up on him,” remembers
Dr. Addanki. “But we persisted and he had the
will to survive too. Now, he has photographs of
his family as his WhatsApp display picture.”

On March 31, 2026, Telangana banned the
sale, distribution, manufacture, and use of pa-
raquat, to protect the safety and health of peo-
ple, especially farmers. It became only the third
State to do so, after Kerala and Odisha. The Go-
vernment Order was issued days after intense
lobbying by doctors, clinicians, and public repre-
sentatives calling for the ban of the weedicide,
which has been often used for self-harm. Neigh-
bouring Andhra Pradesh followed suit in May.

Bans and bust-ups
Paraquat wreaks havoc due to its immense po-
tential for harm, easy availability, low price

o®

Abanby
one State
without the
involvement
of
ecommerce
sitesis just a
banon
paper. Itis
ineffectual.

(X280 per litre), and widespread use in India.
The only law to regulate hazardous chemicals
such as paraquat is the Imemcxdm Acl wss

statement by the Minister of State for Agricul-
ture in the Lok Sabha, 79,185 farmers were made
aware of the safe and judicious use of pesticides
between 2020 and 2026. This is a low share ina
country where 46.1% of the population is depen-
dent on agriculture, as per the Economic Survey
of 2025-26.

As per the Act, the ban in Telangana was for
60 days and can be extended by 30 more days.
On the day that the Telangana issued a Govern-
ment Order imposing a ban on paraquat, the Le-
gislative Assembly passed a bipartisan resolu-
tion asking the Central government to ban the
chemical across the country.

Lobbying for a ban

On the afternoon of February 12, Dr. Marri Ma-
hesh Reddy, the founder of a grassroots move-
ment called Doctors Against Paraquat, called
for a gathering of farmers in Potharam village in
Karimnagar. The emerald green village, with
cndless paddy fields, is on the eastern side of

Goud’s story is an
has killed thousands of people. as is evident
from autopsy reports from hospitals across the
world. Paraquat is banned in 74 countries. In In-
dia, Kerala became the first State to ban it in
2011. However, in February 2022, the Kerala
High Court overturned the ban following a plea
by a cardamom growers’ collective. While the
Kerala Agriculture Department’s notification
specifically named the chemical along with 13
others, the High Court struck down the ban on
the technical ground that the State did not have
the authority to enforce it beyond 60+30 days
(as per Section 27 of the Insecticides Act).

In October 2022, Kerala was rocked by the
murder of Sharon Raj, who was allegedly poi-
soned with a paraquat-laced drink by his fian-
cée, Greeshma. He died at the Medical College
Hospital in Thiruvananthapuram, triggering a
public uproar as details of the case quickly
emerged in the public domain.

“We can still order it online,” says Dileep Ku-
mar of Pesticide Action Network, a global coali-
tion of over 600 NGOs, institutions, and indivi-
duals across 90 countries dedncated to

chemical “A
ban by one State without the involvement of e-
commerce sites is just a ban on paper. It is inef-
fectual,” he points out.

Kumar adds that the country needs stronger
laws and regulations to manage the crisis. “Even
the Bhopal gas tragedy [in 1984] did not lead to
new laws to regulate pesticides,” he says.

‘The problem is not just limited regulation of
pesticides, weedicides, and insecticids is al-
so low awareness about safe use. According toa

ulance

i Hospital mortuary in Hy

the flood flow canal that carries wa-
ter from the Godavari river. This whistle-stop
tour and meeting with farmers was part of a
campaign by Dr. Reddy.

“If we don't use this, can’t we do agricul-
ture?” Dr. Reddy said, addressing the gathering.
“Didn’t we do agriculture before this? Brush-
cutter leva, vere mandulu leva. Dina valla yava-
ruki upogam? (We have brush-cutters, sickles,
and other chemicals. Why use this toxic
substance?)”

He explained what made paraquat particular-
ly dangerous. “I used to get emergency cases of
snake bites and poisoning,” he said. “There
were antidotes for snakebites and the venom
was not always so toxic. But paraquat is in a dif-
ferent league. It destroys the cell structure and
there is no antidote.”

Doctors Against Paraquat comprises 202 doc-
tors drawn from different parts of Telangana,
who lobbied with politicians, farmers, and bu-
reaucrats relentlessly for a ban on paraquat. Us-
ing social media and personal connections, Dr.
Reddy reached out to the Telangana Chief Mi-
nister’s Office, the Maharashtra Chief Minister's
Office, the Prime Minister’s Office, and

Yet, Potharam and other farming villages
have found paraquat useful. As labour shortage
is rising and the cost of hiring farm workers is
increasing, farmers use paraquat, which is la-
belled and sold as non-selective contact herbi-

o®

Without any oversight or intervention by
officials from the agriculture department,
there is a runaway use of paraguat in most
parts of the country.

KODANDA REDDY

Commission

Hyderabad. Families wait in grief and the police
mill around. There is an overpowering odour of
bleach, urine, and putrefying flesh.

The toll of paraquat poisoning is evident
here. According to Dr. Atmudi Vivek Sai Ram's
Doctor of Medicine dissertation, ‘An autopsy
based study on deaths due to Paraquat poison-
ing in Gandhi Hospital', the facility recorded 217
cases of paraquat poisoning in 2024 and 2025.
Of these, 54% of the patients were farmers and
16% students. Of the 100 cases studied for the
dissertation, 94% were suicide cases and 5%
were accidental.

“There is no treatment for paraquat poison-
ing, no antidote. We only receive clues from the
family when bottles with labels are found near
the victim or there is an oral statement,” says
Dr. Krupal Singh, the head of department of Fo-
rensic Medicine and Toxicology. He is also part
of Doctors Against Paraquat.

“All we can do is symptomatic treatment,” Dr.
Singh adds. “As a result, treatment remains lar-
gely supportive, focusing on early gastrointesti-
nal decontamination, organ support, and pre-
vention of further oxidative damage. If the
patient is put on a ventilator, the progress of the
chemical is accelerated, with multiple organ fai-
lure and fibrosis of lungs being irreversible.”

Inside the nephrology ward of the century-
old Osmania General Hospital in Hyderabad, pa-
tients sit in rows. “Every month, we get 4-5 pa-
raquat-related cases. Most of the patients die
within days,” says Dr. Manisha Shenoy, Head of
the Nephrology Department, who is the first
doctor to be called in once a patient suspected
of imbibing paraquat is wheeled into the
hospital.

“The prognosis is bleak even with advanced
treatment like CRRT,” she explains. “The chem-
ical causes rapid damage, first to the kidneys,
then the liver, and eventually the lungs. Intuba-
tion of a patient on a ventilator accelerates dam-
age to the lungs.” She does not remember any
survivors.

Poor regulatory efforts

While the dangers of paraquat and its misuse
have drawn global attention, regulatory efforts
in India have largely escaped public scrutiny.

Paraquat’s origins date back to the 1880s,
when it was first developed asa chemical dye.
Its were in the
1950s, and Imperial Chemical Industries began
marketing it as Gramoxone in the 1960s. Con-
cerns about its toxicity surfaced early in Ine
In 1989, G. Vijaya Rama Rao, a doctor from
dipet, raised the issue in the Lok Sabha, but the
Agriculture Minister said the government had

received no reports of harmful effects.

However, Imperial Chemical Industries doc-
uments suggest the company was aware of the
risks. An agenda paper by the company dated
November 19, 1987, and accessed by The Hindu,
noted: “Suicidal abuse of the product will not
be eliminated.” According to the paper, the
company also chose not to dilute the chemical
to make it safer, calculating that this would in-
crease packaging size fivefold. It noted that “us-
age by farmers would reduce significantly be-
cause of bulk inconvenience/higher prices.”

During these years, Imperial Chemical Indus-
tries was earning significant revenues from pa-
raquat. In 1987, sales of the product reached
15,000 tonnes, generating £192 million, accord-
ing to a document from October 4, 1988, and ac-
cessed by The Hindu.

In August 2025, the Lok Sabha was informed
that there are 1,503 licensed manufacturers of
paraquat in the country. While Telangana
banned the herbicide on March 31, on April 16,
the Central Insecticides Board and Registration
(‘ommmee at its 47Ist meeting, cleared seven
ion under indj

for

manufacture as “satisfactory.”

India has not been a passive player in the reg-
ulation of paraquat; it has also, at times, been an
abler in its continued use. In May 2013, India
joined Guatemala in opposing the listing of pa-
raquat as a “severely hazardous pesticide formu-
lation” under Annex III of the Rotterdam Con-
vention, a multilateral environmental
agreement. Such a listing would not have ledtoa
banning of the chemical, but it would have re-

cide (meaning, it does not di between
one plant and another), to clean up residual
plants and weeds. Paraquat imports to India
rose from 8,598 tonnes in 2019-20 to 20,786
tonnes in 2022-23, according to the Lok Sabha
Unstarred Question No. 2542 under the Minister
of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare in 2025.

“Without any oversight or intervention by of-
ficials from the agriculture department, there is
a runaway use of paraquat in most parts of the
country. There are many accidental deaths due
to careless use as well,” says Kodanda Reddy,
Chairperson of the Telangana Agriculture Farm-
ers Welfare Commission, who has also worked
to get the ban imposed in the State.

“Currently we are working with e-commerce
companies as well as cyber crime officials to en-
sure that the product is not available in online
stores,” he adds. This lobbying appears o have
paid off, as two big e-commerce sites — Flipkart
and Amazon — no longer list the chemical in Te-
langana. However, it is easily available from
smaller agriculture commerce sites.

A rush to save patients
Bodles are constantly wheeled in and out of the

where 217 paraqy

ightin for

between 2024 and 2025. NAGARA GOPAL

of Forensic Medicine, Toxicology
and Autopsy Complex at Gandhi Hospital in

quired ing countries to notify and obtain
prior consent from importing countries before
shipment. The proposal was supported by 118
countries but did not go through because the
treaty’s voting rules require complete
consensus.

CroplLife India, representing 17 agro-chemical
ccompanies, said to The Hindu, “Sudden restric-
tions on paraquat dichloride and carbosulfan,
just as kharif sowing begins, could raise input
costs, disrupt crop protection, and deepen
farmer vulnerability.” Paraquat is used on nearly
80 lakh acres in India and remains a low-cost
weed-control option for small farmers, it added.

In Karimnagar, however, the ban has already
had a visible impact. “Deaths due to paraquat
have dropped from around 30-50 per month be-
fore the ban to 3-5 now, according to data from
pulmonologists and nephrologists,” says Dr.
Reddy. “We can reach zero deaths if the ban is
imposed across the country and the chemical is
removed from shelves and online stores. All doc-
tors will breathe easier if that happens.”

Those in distress or having suicidal tendencies
could seek help and counselling by calling any of
the following numbers: ILife - 78930-78930

serishn@thehindu.coin
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13J6. The human cost of a deadly weed killer

TS gTds GIqdaranei H AT Hrada

In March, Telangana banned paraquat, one of the world’s most widely used and highly toxic
weedicides, becoming only the third State in India to do so.

AT & QAT o1 WIFATE I T o feT, it gferan 7 Fadt 31feeh 3u2ieT fohw St arel 31
37T faver TRUTaRATIAT & F U §, 3R 0T il arell R T dIERT o o 77|

The herbicide is responsible for hundreds of deaths each year, most of them suicides and
some accidental.

Tg TRIAREARN ¥ a¥ Hepst Aldt & forw TR &, foreret sftrier sereeant ik Fs
gHCATa el &1

Serish Nanisetti reports on the campaign that led to the ban and why much more remains to
be done.

ARer fadedY 38 31f3rars ) ROE weqa axd 8 o 58 wfdetr &1 AT gered fovar ik
T & fob 319 o S5 o foam Sirer b &

At 50, Banoth Goud (name changed) has lived to tell a tale.

50 aY 1 3 H Ty g (AT Feorr a1 §) SN & 3R 39 rglet Goil Toht 8 |

“I may look normal, but | become breathless when | climb stairs or even walk more than five
minutes. The doctor says my lungs got affected,” he says.

CETES “ﬁmmmﬁ,aﬁm@%ﬁaﬁmmﬁam@mmwﬁﬂ
| Bel STl & | STeFed gt & foh A Bhs Jamifad &) 1w &1

About three years ago, on a sweltering afternoon, Goud opened his refrigerator, took out a
small plastic bottle labelled with a popular juice brand, and took a sip.

I AT I Tl Ueh Al e H, M5 oF 1911 Ihoex Wielr, Ueh AR o S[H §118 & oiael
aTell BIEN TATiEee & sidel fashrell 3R Ueh €e forT|

The drink did not have the sweet, tart apple flavour that he was used to; instead, it tasted flat.
30 9T F ag HoT 3R gohl WeeT A FT TAIG 1gT AT TP 3¢ 3ed AT 3T ST 3HHT
Ed1G, hiehT AT|

He began vomiting.

3¢ 3foear gl ot

Goud did not know that he had drunk paraquat, a highly toxic herbicide and one of the most
effective weed killers in the world.

3its &l T TET Tell AT o Sogiat Ierare oY fora &, Si 3rcaferes faver Trudaremel 3R giear
& HH FHTT TRITAR AT 7§ Th g

Paraquat, a colourless and tasteless liquid, is most often fatal for both humans and animals.
gl

It was a mistake that resulted in Goud fighting for his life.

g Ueh QLT aTerclt AT Fored 91l o Sfiaret o forT He sndet o HsTey 2 e

“I had asked my nephew to get the gaddi mandu (the local term for the weedicide) to clear
weeds in front of our house,” he recalls.

q 1€ A &, “Hed 3191 7S @ §AR B o AHA 390 TRITIR T A & TIT a138) Hg
(TATATT 1) oIt T gl AT|”

“He kept the bottle on a table inside the house. My wife thought it was a cool drink and placed
it inside the fridge.”

“ITeT STl B & 37eX Ueh Aol W IW &I A TeaiT ¥ 39 Mol 9T oAz Bhel 7 1@ fear)”
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While wholesale traders store paraquat in drums, farmers and others often fill up stray bottles
with the weedicide.

STET Ak SATIRY UTFaTE Y AT & @A &, T8 TohareT 3R 3T aT 37T 5 Wiell Sl 7 )
Ad gl

Goud was rushed from his house in Paloncha to a hospital in Kothegudem, about 11
kilometres away.

3tg I arelerar U O F oaTsHeT 11 fohelalex g HISRIEHA & 31EddTel of ST a1 |
The doctors were sure he would die.

STeret 1 fareare AT foh 3e7eht g gY Seat|

Being an employee of TSGENCO (Telangana State Power Generation Corporation
Limited), Goud had an ESIC (Employee State Insurance Corporation) card, necessary for
workers below a certain salary level to access free medical care and financial benefits at
ESIC dispensaries and hospitals across the State.

TSGENCO (deRTTAT F€ UTaR STl HRURAA fAffes) & FAarT g & HRoT 915 & 9
ESIC (FHar) =g AT fA9) F15 o1, Y veh ARad ada TRk & AR & HAAIRAT &l ToT IR
# for:qfeeh TRrfehean glaem AR facia ofrer uree oeet o foIw aede giar |

He was quickly ferried in an ambulance to a tertiary-care facility in Hyderabad, roughly 285
km away.

3¢ QT UFGoiH SaRT SITsTaT 285 feheilefied oY Remang & Ueh cfciiarsh TIfehed dher o STT 74T |
Dr. Verrana Addanki, a General Medicine practitioner, noticed that Goud had a ‘paraquat

mouth’ — the severe, corrosive damage that occurs when a person swallows or is exposed
to paraquat — and put him on continuous renal replacement therapy (CRRT).

SeRer AFSTAT TALAwS 3T, AT IgsThY o ST ok 113 Y “YRerare ATY g 9137 AT — Ig a8
TT39R TeTR &7 & S ForelY ca e garT IRreFaTe feTey a1 38 T & 3T WA & — 3R
36 CRRT 9 {@T 713T|

Over the next 40 days, Goud’s condition slowly improved.

39T 40 feaAT 7 9iig hr Feufey ef-e gera o

“His family had given up on him,” remembers Dr. Addanki.

31, 37331 TTG A &, “3oTeh IRAR A 397 351G oI5 & oA

“But we persisted and he had the will to survive too. Now, he has photographs of his family as
his WhatsApp display picture.”

“oifeheT geT TITH STRT IW@T 31X 3731 ¢ SHfaa &=t T 3ToT &AT| 319 3egiet 319eT IRAR T dFdR
I SEIEHTY f2ECel e a2 g3m &1

On March 31, 2026, Telangana banned the sale, distribution, manufacture, and use of
paraquat, to protect the safety and health of people, especially farmers.

31 AT 2026 I AITAT a1 AT, fARATHT feharatt, T GRaf AR Taree Hr &t & forv Rreare
< forshY, Faaror, faeior 3R 3oaer oY gfdere o feml

It became only the third State to do so, after Kerala and Odisha.
I 3T AR & 1S THT FHe Tl Ig AT T AT

The Government Order was issued days after intense lobbying by doctors, clinicians, and
public representatives calling for the ban of the weedicide, which has been often used for self-
harm.

Tg AIHRT 3e2n sieret, FRAafercasnt 3R Saufafafiat qant 38 TRadaranht X gfasy e
Y SIRER AT & F& el a1 STRY foham a2, fSraeht 3R 3TcA-gTie & T 3Tt foham ST
W@

Neighbouring Andhra Pradesh followed suit in May.
TSI 31Ter weer o ot 7S I A e o]
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Bans and bust-ups

gfaeer 3R e

e Paraquat wreaks havoc due to its immense potential for harm, easy availability, low price
(%280 per litre), and widespread use in India.

YTeFaTe 3T9AT 37cATAF BIfAhRep &THT, 3T 3UTsHdT, el Shred (2280 i oiex) 3R s
H SgT9eh 3UANIT oh HROT AR TIATS AT & |

e The only law to regulate hazardous chemicals such as paraquat is the Insecticides Act,

1968.

ARIFATE S GeATeh TR T TATAATAT et dTelT ThaATT hlefet hreaersh rfafaza, 1968

gl

e Goud’s story is an exception: the weedicide has killed thousands of people, as is evident from
autopsy reports from hospitals across the world.

3t Y FgTll Teh 319dTE §; Tg WXITIRAT T 81 & 3redcTell T drecaAres Rutef &

3TTER GIRT olatt T STTeT of Fehr 8|
e Paraquat is banned in 74 countries.
Yyrerare 74 2t F yfaefRa B
¢ |nIndia, Kerala became the first State to ban it in 2011.
R H el 2011 H 39 W IfAGY SI9TTe ATl Ugell A5 ST

e However, in February 2022, the Kerala High Court overturned the ban following a plea by a
cardamom growers’ collective.

glellieh, Badl 2022 7 3l 3Td TAMATAT o ST ScTceht o Teh HIHG I AT T Tg
wfdetr teg &< e

o (R AT AT &1 TP & 3R H Yo7 3 0T FHWAK fgwl Hgae; oof IR 3 g wieiT &1
ST AR AeheiiehT HVAT UR & Fehell §| FOAT “Continue” ford, # QW #1797 A1 38 9w #, e

Following earlier
setbacks, Japan’s
H3 rocket lifts off

ence France Presse
TOKYO

Japan's flagship H3 rocket successfully blasted off
on Friday, live footage showed, months after its
previous mission to put a geolocation satellite into
orbit ended in failure.

The H3 was developed to boost the internation-
al competitiveness of Japan’s rocket industry, and
the country’s space agency has come under pres-
sure to increase the success rate of launches.

The rocket has been mooted as a rival to Spa-
ceX’s Falcon 9, and could one day deliver cargo to
bases on the moon. On Friday, the rocket — which
was carrying six small satellites - lifted off at 9:53
a.m. (0053 GMT) from Tanegashima Space Center
in southern Japan.

“The second-stage combustion, action control
and trajectory are all normal,” the Japan Aeros-
pace Exploration Agency (JAXA) said in a live You-
Tube broadcast, about six minutes after blast-off.

The satellites loaded onto the rocket included
Tokyo University of Science’s “Umitsubame”,
which observes earth and other targets with a
high-performance camera, and Shizuoka Univer-
sity’s “Shiraito”, which is testing space debris cap-
ture technology, according to JAXA.

Designed for “high flexibility, high reliability,
and high cost performance”, JAXA had toasted
five successful launches of the H3 before Friday,
but there have been two failures, including the
last one in December.

H3 project manager Makoto Arita said prior to
lift-off that the latest attempt was “crucial for our
comeback” following December’s failed mission,
in which a second-stage engine terminated pre-
maturely. The space agency is targeting up to
eight H3 rocket launches a year, according to a
JAXA official.

HIS UG B, 3TN ST T )

13J6. Following earlier setbacks, Japan’s H3 rocket lifts off

qed & FICH! & G SATIT HT H3 AHe Therarqds vaifa gam

e Japan’s flagship H3 rocket successfully blasted off on Friday, live
footage showed, months after its previous mission to put a geolocation
satellite into orbit ended in failure.

TSI BT o 3HTHN AT T THT H3 Jhe YhAR T AherTIaeh FaITd g3,
STefeh HS FIA Tgel 8-FUTT fAUROT 39arE (Geolocation Satellite) T el &
T et T 3T TARIT father g1 I 27|

e The H3 was developed to boost the international competitiveness of
Japan’s rocket industry, and the country’s space agency has come under
pressure to increase the success rate of launches.

H3 &Y STITeT & e 3ANT T HAWSERT FfAEaiicHenmdl dele & fov fawfad
o I a7 31K er v 3rafar voHY IR WeIqUTt Y Aheldr eI Sele T gad & B

e The rocket has been mooted as a rival to SpaceX’s Falcon 9, and
could one day deliver cargo to bases on the moon.

$H Uche FT TAAUFH & Bledhe 9 & FTdgded! o &9 H G@T 0T ¢ 3R I sfasT
3 s W e foehtatt cieh Aol Tga Hehell |
e On Friday, the rocket — which was carrying six small satellites —

lifted off at 9:53 a.m. (0053 GMT) from Tanegashima Space Center in
southern Japan.
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YA T I Uehe, ST B BIE 39T J, STaT0N SITUTeT & AMRIAT T4 HeT & gae 9:53
<t (0053 GMT) qa%ﬁagam

“The second-stage combustion, action control and trajectory are all normal,” the Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) said in a live YouTube broadcast, about six minutes
after blast-off.

ST TIOFIH TFHCARLT TSHHT (JAXA) & TEIIOT & ST B AT d16 Ueh o3 d IS

THROT # &gl, “gfadi TR0T FT g1, TFer Feld 3R ai9as (Trajectory) Ty AAT g1”

The satellites loaded onto the rocket included Tokyo University of Science’s
“Umitsubame”, which observes earth and other targets with a high-performance camera,
and Shizuoka University’s “Shiraito”, which is testing space debris capture technology,
according to JAXA.

JAXA & TR Jehe & St gfrafiidy site w1 “3fAgamr suare enfdre ar, St 3e-
ve et e & Gt 3R 3 oTeT o 7elelichal Yl &, AT RIS Ffaafidy &1 “Rrmgar”
39IE AT AT, ST IAET AAET U Y deheile (Space Debris Capture Technology) &7

e A TET &

Designed for “high flexibility, high reliability, and high cost performance”, JAXA had
toasted five successful launches of the H3 before Friday, but there have been two failures,
including the last one in December.

‘T afelTae, 3 faeawaidr 3R 3T anra-yeea & foe f2sieeT fhe 7T H3 & har &
TE Ui HE FEITOT &1 Ieoh 3, Aifehr 3ae a Frwerare off @1 €, TSt feder a1 3ifaer farere
AT &

H3 project manager Makoto Arita said prior to lift-off that the latest attempt was “crucial for
our comeback” following December’s failed mission, in which a second-stage engine
terminated prematurely.

H3 TRASTAT Yarere Fhar ARAT A TI90T & Ygol gl [ eTeR & fawe fAere & a1¢ 78
AT JATH “FARY aTqHT & AT rcda Ageaqot” &, forae gav =T #1 o1 THI § Ugel 9
REEIEN

The space agency is targeting up to eight H3 rocket launches a year, according to a JAXA
official.

JAXA*WM&?WMHWWTWW%E&MHsﬁﬂrcsra#tma?qgam%‘l
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13J6 | Lt.-Gen. Rajiv Ghai appointed Military Adviser to NSCS

Afffede et sl U TATHHITH F W7 A6 g

13J6 | Project Kusha, our indigenous air defence shield, will be a game changer, says

Rajnath
Wotee FT, AR Tl arg T8t ardl, U A9 For |ifad gt : Tereny A
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Lt.-Gen. Rajiv Ghai
appointed Military
Adviser to NSCS

NEW DELHI

Lieutenant-General Rajiv
Ghai, who is currently
serving as the Deputy
Chief of the Indian Army
and who spearheaded mili-
tary operations as Direc-
tor-General of Military Op-
erations (DGMO) during
Operation Sindoor last
year, has been appointed
the new Military Adviser
(MA) to the National Secur-
ity Council Secretariat
(NSCS).

This marks the first time
that a serving military offic-
er has been appointed Mil-
itary Adviser to the NSCS,
which functions under Na-
tional Security Adviser Ajit
Doval.

Lieutenant-General
Ghai, whose tenure in ser-
vice extends till December
2027, was appointed to the
post earlier this week. He is
expected to assume charge
shortly. The position was
previously held by General
N.S. Raja Subramani before

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Lieutenant-General Rajiv Ghai

he was appointed Chief of
Defence Staff. Prior to him,
the post was occupied by
Air Marshal Sandeep Singh
and, earlier, by General
Anil Chauhan.

Commissioned into the
Kumaon Regiment, Lieute-
nant-General Ghai has held
several key operational
and command appoint-
ments during his distin-
guished military career.
His appointment is being
seen as a significant move
aimed at strengthening
military inputs and opera-
tional expertise within the
country’s highest national
security decision-making
framework.

13J6. Lt.-Gen. Rajiv Ghai appointed Military
Adviser to NSCS

AfFeae Fater TehT g€ vaTHaEITy F A=
qeghR g

e Lieutenant-General Rajiv Ghai, who is currently
serving as the Deputy Chief of the Indian Army and who
spearheaded military operations as Director-General of
Military Operations (DGMO) during Operation Sindoor
last year, has been appointed the new Military Adviser
(MA) to the National Security Council Secretariat
(NSCS).

o lftfesic SToRe TS U8, S TdAT & ARG AT &
39 9@ (Deputy Chief of the Indian Army) & &7 & HRR
¢ 3R Rreglet oo a st Rigy & aiver wetfacers d
HATelsT (DGMO) & &9 H e JTIITAT b1 sicjed TohaT AT, 375
TET &t IRwe TRETer (NSCS) 1 737 {4 FeAghr
(MA) faged fhar arar g |

e This marks the first time that a serving military
officer has been appointed Military Adviser to the NSCS,
which functions under National Security Adviser Ajit
Doval.

o JE Ygell IR & foh fondll Hard ¥+ 31Ty &1
TATHHITH H HT HAGHR A gerd fohar ram g, St Iy
[T HATGFR ISt ST & EMeT Hr Xl 1

e Lieutenant-General Ghai, whose tenure in service
extends till December 2027, was appointed to the post
earlier this week.

o AT AT TS, ToreTenT AT Siehler fad@a 2027
e &, T 3 ACATE T YBIATT A 38 e W fgerd foham rm|

e He is expected to assume charge shortly.
o 3T 2T &1 IGHR TGUT e T 3TUET E |

e The position was previously held by General N.S. Raja Subramani before he was appointed
Chief of Defence Staff.

o 3H UG W Ygel STale UoT.TH. Tl GeraATor &, foieg a1 # i it e ¥erw g o

T

e Prior to him, the post was occupied by Air Marshal Sandeep Singh and, earlier, by General
Anil Chauhan.

o 3 U Ig UG TR ATl Wl fAF 3R 35 ugel Seke 3rfarer aigrer & urw &)

e Commissioned into the Kumaon Regiment, Lieutenant-General Ghai has held several key
operational and command appointments during his distinguished military career.

o FATS T A FHIvE UTed R dTel AfFeae el 98 & 379 fafrse der e & e
e His appointment is being seen as a significant move aimed at strengthening military inputs

and operational expertise within the country’s highest national security decision-making
framework.
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Project Kusha, our indigenous air defence
shield, will be a game changer, says Rajnath

Saurabh Trivedi
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Friday described
the indigenous Project
Kusha air defence pro-
gramme as a “game chan-
ger” for India’s security ar-
chitecture, asserting that
its importance had already
been demonstrated during
Operation Sindoor.
Addressing  scientists
and officials in Hyderabad,
after inaugurating the Ad-
vanced Weapon System
Complex at the Defence
Research and Develop-
ment Organisation’s
(DRDO) Defence Research
& Development Laborato-
ry (DRDL) in the Dr. A.P.J.
Abdul Kalam Missile Com-
plex, Mr. Singh said India’s

indigenous air defence
capabilities had successful-
ly thwarted enemy inten-
tions during the operation.

“Today 1 predict that
Project Kusha will be a
game changer for India’s
security scenario. It is a
world-class indigenous air
defence system. Just as the
Govardhan hill protected
the entire region of Braj in
the Dvapara Yuga, our air
defence system provided a
protective umbrella during
that period (Operation Sin-
door),” he said.

Project Kusha is a long-
range air defence missile
system being developed by
the DRDO to provide a
comprehensive shield
against a wide range of ae-
rial threats.

The Defence Minister

| u I mm

Rajnath Singh

praised the DRDO’s Missile
Systems and Strategic Sys-
tems cluster for streng-
thening India’s technologi-
cal excellence, strategic
autonomy and national se-
curity. He said indigenous
systems such as Akash and
BrahMos had proved In-
dia’s capability to compete

in the global defence tech-
nology ecosystem.

Changing warfare
Highlighting the changing
nature of warfare, Mr.
Singh said emerging tech-
nologies such as precision-
strike systems, integrated
air defence networks, hy-
personic weapons, autono-
mous platforms, artificial
intelligence and electronic
warfare were reshaping
modern battlefields. In this
environment, he stressed
the need for both resi-
lience and deterrence.
Referring to the govern-
ment’s ambitious “Mission
Sudarshan Chakra”, an-
nounced by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during his
Independence Day address
in 2025, Mr. Singh said the

initiative would establish a
multi-layered missile de-
fence shield capable of
protecting military assets,
critical infrastructure and
civilian  establishments
across the country.

“The system will pro-
vide robust protection
while ensuring citizens
face minimal inconve-
nience. It will also possess
the capability to deliver a
decisive response whenev-
er required,” he said.

The Defence Minister
lauded the DRDO’s pro-
gress in indigenous missile
technologies, stating that
the recent successes in
strategic and tactical wea-
pon programmes reflected
India’s growing self-re-
liance and confidence in
defence manufacturing.

13J6. Project Kusha, our indigenous air defence shield, will be a game
changer, says Rajnath

WISe F2AT, gAY Tt aY T&T oTer, T 3197 Joi wrfara graft : Taranny g

o Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Friday described the indigenous Project Kusha air
defence programme as a “game changer” for India’s security architecture, asserting that its
importance had already been demonstrated during Operation Sindoor.

et #:ft oty A o YA 1 Tae el WISFE FRT AR T&T FIAFHH I SR T GaT TIdall
T weh 31 FoR” S 31K et foh gaenT Hgea AtavereT gy & SRIeT gger €1 yafdia gl g &

e Addressing scientists and officials in Hyderabad, after inaugurating the Advanced Weapon
System Complex at the Defence Research and Development Organisation’s (DRDO)
Defence Research & Development Laboratory (DRDL) in the Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
Missile Complex, Mr. Singh said India’s indigenous air defence capabilities had successfully
thwarted enemy intentions during the operation.

eraTe 3 dATTART IR ITRAFIRET T TN HYA g, 31, TALS. 3reger Ferr e
FrEcaFH 7 T8 T&T AT va A WarseT (DRDO) &1 Bhew Ru 3 3aerweic aaked
(DRDL) & USd¥s 39« fATeH FIFCaFd HT 3cHCd Il & a16, A [ig o gr i dRa $ir
Taeel ATy T&TT &TACT3N o 38 11T & SR GRHeT T HIT T AhelcdTqdeh fathel T 2|

e “Today | predict that Project Kusha will be a game changer for India’s security scenario. It is
a world-class indigenous air defence system. Just as the Govardhan hill protected the entire
region of Braj in the Dvapara Yuga, our air defence system provided a protective umbrella
during that period (Operation Sindoor),” he said.

“37TeT # HfvaaroN AT € o Dolere HT HRT 1 GI&T T AT & foIT v 31 o Arfad
BT Ig TaRaEeiIa Tacl ary Y&l Jurell & | 518 Jehr Eara” Zor 7 et gdd o R a1 &7
<hT T&TT ST oY, Y TR GARY dTg T&TT Yool o 39 3afer (3ifavere figy) & ekt geat saw
vl fama,” 3egiel gl
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Project Kusha is a long-range air defence missile system being developed by the DRDO to
provide a comprehensive shield against a wide range of aerial threats.

HISIeFE F2AT Teh ofell g1 T Ay 26T fAATS Jorell §, fS4 DRDO gaRT fafdest YR & gars
YR & faver e G&T had Feld Hi & foIv faehfad foham ST Ter 8|

The Defence Minister praised the DRDO’s Missile Systems and Strategic Systems cluster
for strengthening India’s technological excellence, strategic autonomy and national security.

T HAY o TR Y Aeheilehl Scpel, TTeATTcieh TR 3R ISR FI&TT Y HoTgd A & foIw
DRDO ¥ faams« fverw 3k weefoe Rverw Fawet I v &

He said indigenous systems such as Akash and BrahMos had proved India’s capability to
compete in the global defence technology ecosystem.

3egieY gt foh 3mahTer 3R FER ST Fagel wonferdt ¥ 3fRaw TaT Wefrhr g ¥ gfaeqef
A T AR I &7AT 1 F{ey frar gl

Changing warfare

e Y Feerdt St

Highlighting the changing nature of warfare, Mr. Singh said emerging technologies such as
precision-strike systems, integrated air defence networks, hypersonic weapons,
autonomous platforms, artificial intelligence and electronic warfare were reshaping
modern battlefields.

FEH T FerelclT Fepfel TR FehTeT STerdt U, 4T i ¥ et fob WfAsrer-¥eres fwes, vhiga arg
T A, TR §RAAR, T CAchid, FHAA Jeftrardr 3R gl Jau Sl 39T
Slefafehar amefae Jewarat I 727 Tad & W &

In this environment, he stressed the need for both resilience and deterrence.

$H UG H Iogiel ardtede 3R far® arrar el &t 3Taeehdr W oot &l

Referring to the government’s ambitious “Mission Sudarshan Chakra”, announced by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his Independence Day address in 2025, Mr. Singh
said the initiative would establish a multi-layered missile defence shield capable of protecting
military assets, critical infrastructure and civilian establishments across the country.

a§ 2025 H FUTTAA 74 AN CTRT FaGAAT fg@q Harerel & GNTeT B TR T Agearamial
“ﬁ?mgaahawuﬁmwm@wﬁ?aﬁ@?ﬁm%u@qﬁwa@mﬂumrﬁ
erd T M, ST QR A Aoy TRAUTIE, FeaquT T IR ARTRE TTsSTeT i
GRET Flel H TETH g1aT |

“The system will provide robust protection while ensuring citizens face minimal
inconvenience. It will also possess the capability to deliver a decisive response whenever
required,” he said.

“TE JOTTH AT T =IATH 3G Gl RaTeT Pt §T HTIT TRET TeloT h3fT| HTaRFhedr
USe T Ig AU STaTel ot &t &7 o T@alt,” 3egiet g

The Defence Minister lauded the DRDO’s progress in indigenous missile technologies,
stating that the recent successes in strategic and tactical weapon programmes reflected
India’s growing self-reliance and confidence in defence manufacturing.

Iﬁﬁr#ﬁé%ﬁquﬁa@ﬁ%ﬁﬁmmﬁwﬁﬁwmgw%mﬁm
3R TR AR FRIEHAT 7 &l T ThdTe AR T Tt ATcATINRAT 1R 18T fafasTor &7
TG ATCATIEAT HY gl &
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